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Recently, demographic studies of veterinary medical database have been conducted to understand pat-
terns of disease occurrence. Understanding incidence of breed-related disease would provide appropriate
guidance for future health care strategies and offer useful information for early diagnosis of disease.
However, in veterinary medicine, theses research has not yet been investigated in the Republic of Korea.
The purpose of this study was to investigate the prevalence of common medical disorders among dog
breeds examined at primary-care veterinary clinics in Jeollabuk-Do, Republic of Korea. The data were
analyzed based on World Health Organization’s International Classification of Disease. A total 13,176
medical records of canine patients were analyzed from six primary veterinary clinics in Jeollabuk-Do
from January to December 2016. Results showed that the most common health problems were ‘disease
of skin’ (17.7%); followed by ‘diseases of digestive system’ (12.26%), ‘preventive medicine’ (10.08%),
and ‘diseases of ear and mastoid process’ (10.4%). In seven out of ten breeds, the most common medi-
cal disorder was skin disease. For poodle such as Pomeranian and Chihuahua, digestive system disease
was most prevalent. On the other hand, respiratory system disease was found to be higher in
Pomeranian than other breeds; while ear and mastoid process disease was most common for Maltese
and Poodle. This study can help owners, breeders, and veterinarians prevent and manage various dis-
eases of popular breeds in Jeollabuk-Do in the future.
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Fig. 1. The most common medical disorders of domestic dogs attended at private veterinary clinics in Jeollabuk-Do, Korea (January to December

2016).
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Fig. 2, The 10 most popular breeds of domestic dogs examined at private veterinary clinics in Jeollabuk-Do, Korea (January to December 2016).
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