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ABSTRACT

For a systematic research of the history of Chinese roadside trees, this study analyzed various ancient writings of China
according to following topics; the philosophical backgrounds and diverse species of Chinese roadside trees in different periods,
as well as the management systems and existent remains of ancient Chinese roadside trees. The analyses draw the following
conclusion.

First, the thoughts from Lao-tzu, Chuang-tzu, Mo-tzu, Mencius and Guan-tzu from Hundred Schools of Thought of Warring
States Period had laid certain impact on the fundamental attitude of the Chinese roadside tree management system. Secondly,
various and different species of Roadside Trees were planted from each time period: amongst all, Willow trees were the
most common, and Pine trees to be the next common. Besides, fruit trees such as peach trees and plum trees had been largely
selected as roadside trees from the Zhou dynasty to the Ming dynasty. Thirdly, the names of roadside trees and the government
officials who managed the roadside trees were different in each era. Fourthly, the oldest existent remain of roadside trees
in China, which dates back over 2000 years, is located in Jiange Cuiyun Corridor of Sichuan province.
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Figure 1. Old Cypress Tree in Cuiyun Corridor[65]
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Figure 2. Floor Plan of the West Lake
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