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Nurses’ Image Portrayed in the Internet Photographs
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Assistant Professor, Department of Nursing, Gangneung-Wonju National University, Wonju; 2Undergraduate Student, Department of Nursing,
Gangneung-Wonju National University, Wonju, Korea

Purpose: The purpose of this study was to investigate the image of nurses portrayed in the internet photographs. Methods: A total
of 184 photographs were extracted through the Google portal site using a search term, ‘nurse’. Based on the findings of previous
studies, a content analysis was conducted with three categories: appearance characteristics, photographic scene, and photographic source.
Results: The result revealed that in the photos of appearance characteristics, 237 (98.3%) out of 241 nurses had a normal or less
frame, 235 (97.5%) were well-groomed, and 103 (42.7%) wore pants. In addition, 51 (21.2%) wore a cap (21.2%) and 12.0% were
male. In the photographic scene, 69 (37.5%) portrayed nursing activities and 36 (19.6%) suggestiveness. In the suggestive photos, all
of nurses were female (x*=7.63, p=.021) and they were more likely to have small frames ( x *=48.40, p<.001) and wear caps ( x *=113.54,
P<.001) and skirts ( x’=39.96, p<.001). Conclusion: This study showed that the photographs of the nurses wearing a cap and expressing
the nurse as a sexual object still appeared. There is a need for a systematic image enhancement strategy so that actual images of
nurses can be projected on the internet photographs.
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Table 1. Appearance Characteristics, Scene, and Source of Nurse

Photos (N=184)
Categories Details n (%)
Appearance  Build Thin 115 (47.7)
?:j;aﬁ)e:“‘“ Normal 122 (506)

Fat 4(17)

Appearance Tidy 235 (97.5)
Untidy 6 (25)

Attire Skirt 37 (154)
Pants 103 (42.7)

Others 101 (41.9)

A facial expression Smile 130 (53.9)
Expressionless 89 (36.9)

Others 22 (9.1)

Nurse’s cap Yes 51 (21.2)
No 190 (78.8)

Sex Female 212 (88.0)
Male 9 (120

Scene Nursing activity 9 (37.5)
Non-professional 9 (429)
Sexually attractive 6 (19.6)
Source Newspaper and news 7 (36.4)
Community 3 (28.8)
Social network services 5 (27)
Hospital 5 (8.2)
Nursing association 0 (0.0)
Others 4 (23.9)
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Table 2. Nursing Activities in Photographic Scene (N=69)
Categories n (%)
Professional role 56 (81.2)
Professional nursing practice 25 (44.7)
Educators 12 (214)
Research and academic activities 1(1.8)
Conferences/group meeting 6 (10.7)
Others 12 21.4)
Simple role 13 (18.8)
Physician assist 1 (7.7)
Transferring patients 2 (154)
Ward rounding 1 (7.7)
Bedding and surrounding arrangement 0 (0.0)
Carrying trays/pushing carts 4 (30.8)
Others 5 (384)

TThe total number of characters in 184 photographs
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Table 3. Appearance Characteristics and Source according to Photographic Scene (N=184)
Photographic scene, n(%)
Categories Details x (0%
Nursing activity Non-professional Sexually attractive
Appearance Build Thin 38 (33.0) 2 (36.5) 35 (304) 4840 (<.001)
E:jzaﬁﬁis“cs Normal 6 (459) 5 (533) 1 (08)
Fat 3 (75.0) 1 (25.0) 0 (0.0)
Appearance Tidy 95 (404) 106 (45.1) 34 (14.5) 1.83 (379)
Untidy 2 (333) 2 (333) 2 (333)
Attire Skirt 4 (108) 23 (62.2) 10 (27.0) 38.96 (<.001)
Pants 56 (54.4) 44 (42.7) 3 (29
Others 37 (40.7) 41 (40.6) 23 (22.8)
A facial expression Smile 35 (26.9) 82 (63.1) 13 (10.0) 68.52 (<.001)
Expressionless 9 (66.3) 21 (23.6) 9 (10.1)
Others 3 (136 5 (27 14 (63.6)
Nurse's cap Yes 2 (39 18 (35.3) 31 (60.8) 113.54 (<.001)
No 5 (50.0) 90 (47.4) 5 (26)
Sex Female 5 (40.1) 91 (42.9) 36 (17.0) 763 (021)
Male 2 (414 17 (58.6) 0 (0.0)
Source Newspaper and news 9 (433) 26 (38.8) 12 (17.9) 18.14 (013)
Community 3 (434) 24 (45.3) 6 (11.3)
Social network services 1 (20.0) 3 (60.0) 1 (20.0)
Hospital 6 (40.0) 9 (60.0) 0 (0.0)
Others 10 (22.7) 17 (386) 17 (38.6)
T The total number of characters in 184 photographs
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