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Abstract

As a leading institution for conservation science in Korea, the National
Museum of Korea (NMK) has conducted diverse efforts in this field through
conservation treatment, analysis, research, and other relevant affairs over
the past four decades. However, conservation science at the NMK has been
facing difficulties due to insufficient human resources for handling its extensive
collection, decrepit equipment, an expanding number of requests for support
from other institutions, and increasing calls for enhancing its functions. In view
of these challenges, this study diagnosed the current situation and examined
the functions required in order to suggest plans for the development of
conservation science at the NMK. In this regard, it reviewed current activities
at the museum and conducted case studies of overseas institutions to propose
five functions to be enhanced or introduced at the NMK.

First, the NMK should refine the existing functions of conservation
treatment and enhance its support for conservation science. In addition, it
is recommended to introduce and develop advanced analysis and diagnosis
involving valuations, conservation environment management to counter
climate change, and content-based digital conservation/restoration. The
functional enhancements and introduction of the new functions as described
above would help the NMK develop into a leading center for conservation
science in Asia.
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