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A Study on the Types and Detail Structures of the Stylobate(fifif) used in
Royal Court Ceremonies of the Late Joseon Dynasty
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Abstract

The stylobate for expanding the external stage area was the most frequently installed installment out of the installments
installed for royal court ceremonies. The stylobate was installed for various ceremonies such as funeral rites, ancestral rites,
customary formalities, state examination, feasts for celebrating a honored guest of the court, queen’s silkworm cultivating
ceremony, heir appointment, the presentation of honorary titles for the king or queen in honor of their merits, and
entertainment of foreign dignitaries. The exact period stylobates came to be used for the play stage. The stylobate consists
of the M, ALAA, T, A, and the J&fE. Depending on the A, the substructure of the stylobate, the stylobate
could be divided into the KEA, PFEA BUEAK, PEAK type. The detail structure of the stylobate changed in form from
the jokmok and duntaemok that appeared until the time of King Seonjo, into the =i AA, WALAA, and the FAATAA
during the time of King Heonjong. With the introduction of the # /&K, materials began to become more segmented and the
structure stronger. According to existing records, while the height of the stylobate was not significantly high prior to King
Seonjo’s reign, the T'PUEEN and the T —J&/EH introduced during the time of Emperor Gojong was designed to reflect his
rank in external ceremonies while the eight story step bridge was exhibited in internal ceremonies to reflect the rank of
Queen Mother Sinjeong. From here, we can deduce that the fourteen and thirteen story cloud bridges representing the king
was of a higher grade than the eight story step bridge which represented the queen mother. Finishing by adding boards to
the lower part of the stylobates began to appear in the time of King Seonjo. During King Heonjong’s reign, the lower finish
became gentrified with a thin board called {&BEHR, and yeomupan BESE# for decorating the edges of the stylobates were
installed. Such style of finishing the lower part of the stylobate with boards mostly appeared in elaborate feasts it and
celebrations Y% within the royal court M2 The stylobates appeared to have served not only practical purposes such as
expanding the stage area, but also as installments which realize the authority and prestige of the royal crown. They were
installed according to the purpose of the ceremony and the rank of the participant. In short, stylobates became established
during King Seonjo's reign, became segmented and gentrified during King Heonjong’s reign, and began to take height
variations during Emperor Gojong’s reign to reflect the rank and authority of the king and queen mother. As such, it can
be considered another characteristic of Joseon Dynasty architecture.
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