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Constructing Foreign Reception Hall and Modern Royal Diplomatic Protocol
in the Gyungungung Palace during 1899-1902
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Abstract

Foreign Reception Hall in Gyeongungung Palace was constructed during 1899-1902 according to Yesigjangjeong
(153 %), Korean Empire’s modern diplomatic protocol. This bulilding is a case worthy of notice, because its
construction process was written in Jubon(ZA), Korean Empire’s official document. Yesigjangjeong (it % fz)
regulates the process of diplomat’s audience with Emperor Gojong. The process suggested that Foreign Reception
Hall was designed as the place of the end as well as the beginning for audience. According to the process,
diplomat came through main gate, Dachanmun and outer gate of main hall(Junghwajeon Hall, Audience Hall),
then arrived at the stair to Foreign Reception Hall. After waiting time in the hall, he was going to be granted
an audience with Emperor. And he exited through Foreign Reception Hall as the reverse way. This hall was
constructed as western-style. Subcontracted carpenters and wood sculptors and laborers from China represents
that chinese workers were prevailed in the government construction at that time. And modern building materials,
such as glass, colored brick, sanitary wares and lightings were applied, which showed the new landscape in the
middle of Gyeongungung Palace. Above all, official documents related with this hall reveals Korean Empire

supervised this construction for diplomatic protocol.

Gyeongungung Palace.

That is the identity of western-style buildings in
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