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The Scenery of the Urban Residence
Represented in Korean Films of the Liberation Period
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Abstract The purpose of this study is to analyze the ‘Scenery of the Urban Residence’ represented in Korean films
of the liberation period. It is assumed that public films reflect the human activities, residential culture and cityscape
of those days. For the analysis, a pool of 7 Korean films from 1946 till 1949 was constructed. In these films, the
sceneries of the urban life were represented as the following: 1) The western-style architectural spaces, such as
cultural residence and apartment were emphasized to reflect the longing and curiosity of the general public for
modern culture and lifestyle. 2) The cityscape including a narrow alley, crossroads and modern buildings was
intentionally represented to express visually the city of Seoul under the slow wave of modernization.
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Fig. 1. Interior view and Exterior view of Mihyang's
apartment <Hurrah! For Freedom>(1946)
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Fig. 2. Exterior views of the Apartments in the
Period of Japanese Occupation
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Fig. 3. Interior views of Myung—gu’s room <The Blue
Hill>(1949)
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Fig. 4. The Cultural Residence and the Prosecutor’s
House <A Public Prosecutor and a Teacher>
(1948)
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Fig. 5. Storehouse and Ending Scenes from <The
Night before Independence Day>(1948)
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Fig. 6. Cityscape from <A Public Prosecutor and a
Teacher>(1948)
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