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Abstract

During the Joseon period, the East Sea would be called ‘Gyeonghae’ due to a large number of whales.
In the Republic of Korea, whaling was locally permitted in 1946. However, the number drastically dropped
because the hunting of the marine mammal had already been carried out in Russia, the U.S. and Japan since
1800s. Before a moratorium on commercial whaling was introduced by the International Whaling
Commission(IWC) in 1986, whale populations in the East Sea had plunged. Furthermore, Korean gray whales
and fin whales weren’t found anymore in that area. With the suspension, whale hunting was banned in Korea
as well. Even so, accidentally caught whales have been allowed to be distributed on the market with respect
for local food culture. With the establishment of Whale Museum and hosting of the 57th Annual Meeting
of the International Whaling Commission(IWC) at Jangsaengpo in 2005, whale tourism was facilitated in
earnest. This whale tourism has been operated by Nam-gu Office and Nam-gu City Management Corporation
in Ulsan. However, the popularity of whale tourism has increased a demand for whale meat. At the same
time, there has been concern over decrease in whale populations because of illegal whaling. In addition, a
conflict between the use and protection of whales has caused confusion in tourism identity. Actually, there
is a serious doubt on the sustainability of whale tourism due to the decade-long deficit and excessive
investments. This study attempts to define a concept of whale tourism and propose a future direction for
the sustainable growth and development of Korea’s whale tourism industry after developing such comprehensive
assessment indicators as a basic research for the introduction of sustainable whale tourism. To achieve the
aim of this study, AHP(Analytic Hierarchy Process) was chosen as a main research tool and the factors were
ranked by a comprehensive analysis of principal factors and detail factors. The current study showed the
following results. First, ecological environment(0.430) was indicated the most important factor of whale tourism

Received 7 August 2017 / Received in revised form 28 March 2018 / Accepted 28 March 2018
T R el Ak RS uEoR 44 nekste] AAEHS.

*Corresponding author : +82-51-797-4705, ksy79@kmi.re.kr

© 2018, The Korean Society of Fisheries Business Administration

The Journal of Fisheries Business Administration | 51



assessment indicators. Moreover, Population(0.1302), Action for Cetacean protection(0.1031), Governance(0.0898)
were critical factors. On the other hand, Accommodations(0.0085), Whale meat(0.0088) were unimportant
factors than others.

Keywords : Whale Watching, Sustainable Whale Tourism, Marine Tourism, Analytic Hierarchy Process,
Evaluation of Critical Factors
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1946 A E| A 0E SH=+0] gl 1800t e Ao}, ul=r, RO xgo=w JHstgal, 19821
IWC(International Whaling Commission)of|A] W.2}&E 2] (Moratorium)2 411517 A sdflolA] Ee)=
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1972 Adle] AEEEo|A 7% 8-ellQl7ElE 3] 2] (United Nations Conference on Human and
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Environment)7} ‘SlLfEEQ] X]54(Only One Earth)’2)= &£27A4S AAISPHA 1980 A AR o
(IUCN : International Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources) ] 2o 4] “2|<57-5-3F
7j4i(sustainable development)”2] 7jdo] Aot glct AAEE /N 21¥US(WECD : World Commission
on Environment and Development):= A|<&:71s3 7fERe “njg] Atfe] 8115 2414 = = =4
B oofzle Al SromA EAle BE FEAAE AR gelsiirkaAu - Zus),
2002).
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(UNWTO, 2004).
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