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Abstract

This paper presents an investigation into Cheollik based on 288 records about it at the
homepage of The Annals of the Joseon Dynasty on the Internet. Cheollik was called in
diverse names and worn by various social classes from kings to common people, but
it was solidified as clothes for military officers toward the latter half of Joseon. Not
only did it serve the purpose of clothes, but it also was used for a royal grant,
diplomacy, shrouding a corpse, and royal coffin. It served the diplomatic purposes a lot
especially during the reign of King Sejo and King Seongjong. Cheollik was usually made
of cotton, hemp, silk, and mixed fabric with silk used most. Its major colors include
white, green, red, blue, black, purple, grey, and yellow with white used most. The
fabrics and colors of Cheollik became simplified toward the latter half of Joseon. Silk
was most used in Cheollik for a royal grant, shrouding a corpse, and royal coffin. White
was most used in Cheollik for kings' visit to royal tombs or their participation in
ancestral rites, There were limitations with the selection of materials according to the
social status and situations. It was stipulated that only Sa and Ju were used to make
Cheollik for Dangsangguan and Danghaguan. Cheollik made of silk was banned for
country residents and merchants. The color of Cheollik for Danghaguan was changed to
blue and then red. Of military officers, only those who had a Gonsu title or higher were
allowed to wear Cheollik made of silk in various colors, In the end, Cheollik was
abolished for its low convenience and efficiency during the rule of King Gojong.
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