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Abstract

This study focuses on the correlation between Kotgal and paper-folding. This paper
first examines the meaning and history of Korean ancient Kotgal and then investigates
relationship between Kotgal and Korean paper-folding culture which has been
inherited in various ways. Throughout the study, literature research and analysis have
been conducted along with empirical studies, The results of the study are as follows.
First, it has been told that Kotgal was used a as a trident hat symbolizing the sky,
land, and man, whereas Korean paper-folding is known as closely related to the folk
beliefs which had existed since ancient times. From ancient times, the Korean
ancestors expressed the Three Gods representing beauties of the nature, 'sky(Chun),
land(Ji) and man(In)' on the conical hat and prayed for their wish to the heaven.
Second, Kotgal has been evolved in various ways from ancient times through Goryeo
and Joseon Dynasty to present. The form of Kotgal has begun with folding and this
is closely related to the origin of Korean paper-folding, which is the Korean
traditional craft. Third, the paper-folding tradition of Korea has been variously
applied in the Korean culture such as rituals, life crafts and plays and expresses the
unconventional philosophical concepts unique of Korea, In conclusion, this study
evidently shows that the Korean philosophical ideas behind Kotgal which originated
from ancient paper-folding are scientific and systematic.
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