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Comparison of the Factors related to the Experience of Violence
Victimization between Multicultural and Korean-Origin Adolescents

Hyun-Ju Kang - Hyunju Park - Hyejin Hyun

School of Nursing, Kangwon National University

ABSTRACT

Purpose: The purpose of this study was to compare the factors related to violence victimization between multi-
cultural and Korean-origin adolescents. Methods: This study used the data of the 2017 Korea Youth Risk Behavior
Web-Based Survey. A total of 54,748 multicultral and Korean-origin adolescents were included in the analysis.
Weighted percentage and means were used to describe the sample. Simple and multiple logistic regressions were
conducted using SAS 9.2. Results: The multicultural adolescents experienced more violence victimization than
Korean-origin adolescents. In both groups, middle school students, habitual drug users, and those not living with
their family showed a greater risk of becoming a victim of violence. In Korean-origin adolescents, while girls and
those with mid-level family economic status showed a lower risk, those who had experienced sadness or despair,
suicidal ideation, smoking and problematic drinking showed a higher risk of becoming a violence victim. In multi-
cultural adolescents, those with a lower subjective health status and a lower stress level had a higher risk of vio-
lence victimization. Conclusion: Results of this study suggest that the factors significantly related to violence vic-
timization differ between multicultural and Korean-origin adolescents. Therefore, different approaches are re-
quired for the prevention and management of violence victimization in different populations.

Key Words: Multicultural adolescent, Violence victimization, Korea youth risk behavior web-based survey
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Table 1. Descriptive Statistics

(N=54,748)

Multicultural youths (n=784)

Korean-origin youths (n=53,964)

Variables Categories
n Weighted % or M£SE n Weighted % or M*SE
Gender Boys 345 45.0 26,953 51.2
Girls 439 55.0 27,011 48.8
School level Middle school 451 52.4 26,044 44.0
High school 333 47.6 27,920 56.0
Age (year) 14.92+0.07 15.18+0.02
Magnitude of city Big city 301 40.6 24,189 43.5
Small or medium city 349 46.7 25,722 50.5
Small town 134 12.7 4,053 6.0
Type of living Living with family 723 95.8 51,383 95.6
Living with relatives 12 15 364 0.7
Living in a boarding house 32 35 2,023 3.4
Living in a orphanage 17 22 194 0.3
Economic status Upper 186 244 21,522 40.4
Middle 387 482 24,920 459
Lower 211 27.4 7,522 13.7
School achievement Upper 224 285 21,490 39.6
Middle 226 28.3 15,550 29.0
Lower 334 43.2 16,924 314
Self-rated health Good 536 66.4 38,994 71.9
Moderate 183 245 11,636 217
Bad 65 9.1 3,384 6.4
Self-rated happiness Happy 533 67.8 36,626 674
Moderate 183 22.7 13,243 25.0
Unhappy 68 9.5 4,095 7.6
Stress Stressful 292 37.2 20,128 37.1
Moderate 318 40.6 22,907 429
Not stressful 174 222 10,929 20.0
Sadness or despair Yes 213 26.7 13,277 24.6
No 571 73.3 40,687 754
Suicidal ideation Yes 117 158 6,333 11.7
No 667 84.2 47,631 88.3
Sleep (hours/day) 6.5910.06 6.2610.02
Drug addiction Yes 26 3.8 396 0.8
No 758 96.2 53,568 99.2
Smoking Yes 95 13.7 6,909 134
No 689 86.3 47,055 86.6
Problematic drinking 0.2410.03 0.224+0.01
Victim of violence Yes 29 42 1,115 2.0
No 755 95.8 52,849 98.0

H8) A8 M ol Zejue) AL ol EATHOR:
31.03,95% CI: 12.34~78.00). 74 o] 9=
ol A Z&j3]8] 4§ o] HoPH o (OR: 11.28, 95% CI: 5.23~
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Table 2. Odds Ratio for Being a Victim of Violence (Bivariate Relationships)

Multicultural youths (n=784)

Korean-origin youths (n=53,964)

Variables Categories
OR 95 % CI p OR 95 % CI p

Gender Boys 1 1

Girls 046  0.22~0.95 .035 0.48 0.42~0.55 <.001
School level Middle school 1 1

High school 0.94 0.45~1.94 .857 0.67 0.61~0.81 <.001
Magnitude of city Big city 1 1

Small or Medium city 075  0.36~1.58 454 0.91 0.79~1.05 183

Small town 022  0.03~1.57 130 0.86 0.59~1.26 451
Type of living Living with family 1 1

Living with relatives 1136  2.42~53.41 .002 1433 10.89~18.86  <.001

Living in a boarding house 468  141~1546  .012 1.62 1.19~2.20 .002

Living in a orphanage 1784  5.72~55.60 <.001 11.84 7.60~18.45 <.001
Economic status Upper 1 1

Middle 027 0.09~0.85 026 0.67 0.58~0.77 <.001

Lower 138  0.61~3.11 439 1.17 0.99~1.38 .052
School achievement Upper 1 1

Middle 039  013~1.16 091 0.82 0.71~0.95 .006

Lower 0.87  0.38~1.94 726 1.13 0.98~1.31 .085
Self-rated health Good 1 1

Moderate 114  0.50~2.65 .760 1.19 1.04~1.36 014

Bad 250  0.94~6.62 .066 1.68 1.36~2.08 <.001
Self-rated happiness Happy 1 1

Moderate 144  047~2.78 767 1.45 1.27~1.66 <.001

Unhappy 1.80  0.66~4.94 254 2.72 2.29~3.23 <.001
Stress Stressful 1 1

Moderate 0.83  0.34~2.03 679 0.55 0.48~0.63 <.001

Not stressful 1.87  0.81~4.35 .145 0.61 0.51~0.72 <.001
Sadness or despair No 1 1

Yes 289  1.44~5.79 .003 3.05 2.70~3.44 <.001
Suicidal ideation No 1 1

Yes 393  1.84~837 <.001 3.49 3.08~3.96 <.001
Sleep (hours/day) 0.62  0.45~0.85 .003 0.98 0.94~1.03 447
Drug addiction No 1 1

Yes 31.03 12.34~78.00 <.001 19.81 15.59~25.19 <.001
Smoking No 1 1

Yes 1128  5.23~2430 <.001 2.68 2.33~3.09 <.001
Problematic drinking 1.82  150~221 <.001 147 1.40~1.55 <.001

OR=0dds ration; CI=confidence interval.
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Table 3. Adjusted Odds Ratio for Being a Victim of Violence (Multivariate Relationships)

. . Multicultural youths (n=784) Korean-origin youths (n=53,964)
Variables Categories
AOR 95 % CI p AOR 95 % CI p

Gender Boys 1 1

Girls 045 0.12~1.68 237 043  0.38~0.50 <.001
School level Middle school 1 1

High school 022  0.07~0.73 013 053  0.44~0.63 <.001
Type of living Living with family 1 1

Living with relatives 328  0.68~15.97 141 10.74  7.95~1450  <.001

Living in a boarding house 411  1.60~10.54 .003 1.74  1.29~2.35 <.001

Living in a orphanage 28.71  5.85~139.93 <.001 559  3.22~9.68 <.001
Economic status Upper 1 1

Middle 0.61 0.11~3.35 570 0.74  0.65~0.85 <.001

Lower 0.94  0.30~3.00 917 0.88  0.74~1.05 149
School achievement Upper 1 1

Middle 086  027~271 .800 094  0.80~1.09 382

Lower 0.66  0.19~2.29 515 099  0.85~1.17 961
Self-rated health Good 1 1

Moderate 452  1.89~1081 <.001 1.06  0.92~1.23 427

Bad 459  1.36~15.42 014 115  0.91~145 258
Self-rated happiness Happy 1 1

Moderate 132 0.53~3.31 .548 116  0.99~1.35 .068

Unhappy 082 0.18~3.73 .797 123  0.98~1.55 .081
Stress Stressful 1 1

Moderate 339 1.11~1041 .037 0.88  0.75~1.03 111

Not stressful 569  1.69~19.09 .005 096  0.78~1.19 728
Sadness or despair No 1 1

Yes 233  0.86~6.35 .097 217  1.85~253 <.001
Suicidal ideation No 1 1

Yes 3.60 0.89~14.49 071 190 1.60~2.25 <.001
Sleep (hours/day) 065 041~1.03 .068 098  0.92~1.03 375
Drug addiction No 1 1

Yes 8.06  2.35~27.70 <.001 810 6.09~10.76  <.001
Smoking No 1 1

Yes 3.67 0.97~13.85 .055 140  1.18~1.67 <.001
Problematic drinking 129 0.93~1.77 126 118  1.10~1.27 <.001

AOR=adjusted odds ration; CI=confidence interval.
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