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Abstract

purpose : The purpose of the study is to investigate opinion on the legalization of the actual work
of clinical dental hygienists.

Methods : A self-reported questionnaire was completed by 171 dental hygienists in Busan and
Gyeongnam from December 1, 2017 to January 31, 2018. Structured questionnaires were uesd for
analysis. The collected data was analyzed using IBM SPSS. Statistic 20.0.

Results : The first, assist of dental treatment, Second, dental health care education and consulting
duties, and third priority preventive duties were found to be the most important duties in the dental
office. Currently, it was investigated perform in a lot of workplace. Preventive treatment tasks in-
clude scaling, teeth polishing, applying fluoride and assist of dental treatment include preparation
for medical care, preparation for implant surgery, preparation for oral surgery, implant surgery as-
sistant and patient care training, and preparation for periodontal surgery.

Conclusion : As a result, the dental hygienist performing a lot of dental assist tasks, oral health ed-
ucation counseling and preventive duties. Nonetheless, clinical dental hygienists are outlaws due to
the disparity between practical and legal duties. Therefore, it is urgent to legislate actual duties of
dental hygienist so that experts can fully exercise the competency of the public in promoting dental
health. Relevant governments and related organizations should take reasonable measures to solve

this problem.
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Table 1. General characteristics

Characteristics Division N(%)
Male 4(2.3)
Gender
Female 167(97.7)
20-29 118(69.0)
Age(y) 30-39 40(23.4)
>40 13(7.6)
Single 112(65.5)
marital status
Married 59(34.5)
College 126(73.7)
Education status > University 36(21.1)
The others 9(5.3)
Dental clinic 133(77.8)
Type of work place
Over dental hospital 38(22.3)
1-5 98(57.3)
6-10 40(23.4)
Job experience(y)
11-15 19(11.1)
>16 14(8.2)
Dental hygienists 126(73.7)
Title Team leader 37(21.6)
The others 8(4.7)
Total 171(100.0)
Table 2. Main duties in the dental clinic
Characteristics N(%)
Dental clinic 140(76.5%)
Dental coordination 28(15.3%)
The other 15(8.2%)
Total 183(100.0)
322, A o REQR it SESHEY =9 A= Al HEYF,
289 RS AT 389 AEAAY
ATSIUALY QI F M o] Bh g R 0@ ZAME|QITHTable 3).
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Table 3. Many frequency duties in the dental clinic

First Second Third Fourth Fifth
N(%) N(%) N(%) N(%) N(%)
Dental care assist 119(69.6) 16(9.4) 14(8.2) 9(5.3) 13(7.6)
Oral health care
counselling 17(9.9) 60(35.1) 39(22.8) 46(26.9) 9(5.3)
Preventive dental care 20(11.7) 49(28.7) 53(31.0) 28(16.4) 21(12.3)

Oral examination and
1. 22(12. 47(27. 4. 40(23.4
data collection, 3(1.8) (12.9) 7273) 39(343) 0234

Hospital administration and ¢
osprial adiministration and managemen 12700 25(14.6)  18(10.5)  29(17.0)  87(50.9)

work
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Table 4. Oral examination
Nurse’s
Dental hygienists aidc.:,(_iental Joint
Division technician, the performance
other
N(%) N(%) N(%)

1. Medical history 116(67.8) 5(2.9) 40(23.4)

2. Vital sign 100(58.5) 5(2.9) 34(19.9)

3. Understand the oral state 129(75.4) 3(1.8) 25(14.6)

4. Observing and recording hygiene statue 130(76.0) 1(0.6) 27(15.8)

5. X-ray taking 135(78.9) 2(1.2) 30(17.5)

6. Treatment planconsultation and treatment costs 129(75.4) 4(2.3) 23(13.5)
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Table 5. Prevention treatment duties

Dental hygienists

Nurse’s aide,dental

Joint performance

Division technician, the other
N(%) N(%) N(%)
1. Fluoride application 134(78.4) 1(0.6) 19(11.1)
2. Fissure sealant 125(73.1) 1(0.6) 20(11.7)
3. Senstivity treatment 124(72.5) 1(0.6) 22(12.9)
4. Scaling 144(84.2) 1(0.6) 19(11.1)
5. Teeth polishing 137(80.1) 1(0.6) 20(11.7)
6. Periodontal pocket depth 112(65.5) 0(0) 18(10.5)
7. Resin filling 99(57.9) 2(1.2) 22(12.9)
8. Amalgam filling 77(45.0) 5(2.9) 14(8.2)
9. Amalgam polishing 106(62.0) 1(0.6) 29(17.0)
10. Root planning 90(52.6) 4(2.3) 18(10.5)
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Table 6. Dental care assist duties

Dental Nurse’s aide,dental Joint
Division hygienists technician, the other performance
N(%) N(%) N(%)
1. Preparing for dental care 139(81.3) 5(2.9) 23(13.5)
2. Preparing for implant surgery 139(81.3) 4(2.3) 19(11.1)
3. Implant surgery assist and patient education 136(79.5) 4(2.3) 21(12.3)
4. Preparing for periodontal operation 136(79.5) 3(1.8) 19(11.1)
5. Periodontal operation assist and patient education 135(78.9) 4(2.3) 21(12.3)
6. Preparing for oral surgery 137(80.1) 3(1.8) 19(11.1)
7. Oral surgery assist and patient education 135(78.9) 3(1.8) 3(1.8)
8. Postoperative care(remove suture) 89(52.0) 3(1.8) 14(8.2)
9. Denture-prosthesis patient assist and patient education 134(78.4) 3(1.8) 17(9.9)
10. Rubber impression taking 134(78.4) 2(1.2) 20(11.7)
11. Application anesthesia 116(67.8) 0(0) 17(9.9)
12. Infilteration anesthesia 41(24.0) 9(5.3) 14(8.2)
13. Rubber dam application and remove 120(70.2) 0(0) 16(9.4)
14. Temporary filling 126(73.7) 0(0) 18(10.5)
15. Temporary tooth preparation 102(59.6) 12(7.0) 36(21.1)
16. Individual tray production for dentures 40(23.4) 54(31.6) 19(11.1)
17. Modeling of tooth plaster 76(44.4) 41(24.0) 24(14.0)
18. Try production for whitening 68(39.8) 36(21.1) 19(11.1)
19. Gingival retraction 127(74.3) 0(0) 19(11.1)
20. Deciduous tooth extraction 25(14.6) 8(4.7) 13(7.6)
21. Mounting prostheses 107(62.6) 2(1.2) 29(17.0)
22. Removal of prostheses 84(49.1) 8(4.7) 18(10.5)
23. Wire ligature and remove 105(61.4) 4(2.3) 21(12.3)
24. Mounting and ligation of orthodontic bracket 86(50.3) 6(3.5) 20(11.7)
25. Root canal irrigation and drug exchange 36(21.1) 10(5.8) 18(10.5)
26. Electric pulpal test 55(32.2) 9(5.3) 17(9.9)
27. Intramuscular injection 46(26.9) 11(6.4) 15(8.8)
28. Facial and intra oral x-ray taking 128(74.9) 1(0.6) 23(13.5)
Table 7. Oral health education duties
Dental Nurse’s aide,dental Joint
Division hygienists technician, the other  performance
N(%) N(%) N(%)
1. Brushing education method 134(78.4) 3(1.8) 22(12.9)
2. Dietary control education 103(60.2) 2(1.2) 19(11.1)
3. Oral hygiene education 135(78.9) 3(1.8) 25(14.6)
4. Oral health education 126(73.7) 1(0.6) 23(13.5)
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Table 8. Hospital administration and management duties

Dental Nurse’s aide,dental Joint
Division hygienists technician, the other performance

N(%) N(%) N(%)
1. Reservation management 99(57.9) 14(8.2) 33(19.3)
2. Health insurance claim 82(48.0) 13(7.6) 29(17.0)
3. Manage medical records 78(45.6) 12(7.0) 28(16.4)
4. Emulsion management 123(71.9) 4(2.3) 23(13.5)
5. Medication management 114(66.7) 2(1.2) 21(12.3)
6. Medical equipment management 120(70.2) 3(1.8) 18(10.5)
7. Disinfection and management of appliances 131(76.6) 3(1.8) 22(12.9)
8. Personnel training and management 92(53.8) 2(1.2) 31(18.1)
9. Hospital marketing and public relation 72(42.1) 5(2.9) 31(18.1)
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