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Social attention is paid to the issues concerning child care teachers’ work multisibility and
ambiguous legal status. Child care teachers are employees based on the Labor Standards Act; and the "Child
Care Act,. They also play the role of kindergarten teachers based on the "Childhood Education Act; because
of the Nuri curriculum. Based on the main tasks of the child care teachers who protect and nurture infants
and toddlers, the Nuri curriculum education for infants is conducted. However, the duties and rights of child
care teachers are disproportionate because there are many areas where teachers’ professional roles do not suit
their legal rights.

The purpose of this study is to investigate how teachers perceive their own rights through field
experience using qualitative method based on interpretative epistemology. Participants were 61 child care
teachers working in the metropolitan area and used protocol description and focus group interview (FGI) for
data collection. The collected data were derived as a central theme according to the data analysis method
proposed by Creswell (2013).

Participants in the study described the ‘Right and autonomy of education as a professional
occupation’, ‘Right to request for improvement on working conditions, guarantee of living and to request for
welfare system’ and ‘Right to guarantee of a teacher’s status and adjustment of grievance.” They pointed out
poor working conditions and welfare benefits at daycare centers, and emphasized that education and autonomy
are necessary conditions to be strengthened for quality child care activities. On the other hand, they did not
realize that ‘Right to guarantee of a teacher’s status and adjustment of grievance’ was their right. And they
have endured the infringement of this right.

This study reveals the gap between teachers’ responsibilities and rights, indicating the
urgency of institutional arrangements. It is discussed that the social expectation for strengthening personality
and professionalism as an infant and child specialist is increased and a practical alternative for the
improvement of the right of teachers working in the child care field is needed considering the change of
values about work.
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