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Abstract

Future Direction of ROK Navy’'s Maritime Strategy
based on the Recognition and Expansion of
Maritime Sphere

Jung Gwang-Ho*

So far, the main threat to South Korea was North Korea, That is why
South Korea established a strategy based on the threat of North Korea and
most of the budget on defense was used to deter North Korea. Even though
the neighboring countries(China, Japan, and Russia) are growing as a real
threat with abilities and intentions based on their powerful naval forces, South
Korea has not yet been able to establish a strategy that regards neighboring
countries as a threat. But the decades-old structural mechanism of the Korean
security environment is undergoing a radical change on April 27, 2018, through
the South-North summit and the Panmunjom Declaration, Under the changing
security environment, South Korea was placed in a complicated dilemma that
had to deal with threats of two axes(China), three axes(China, Japan), and
four axes(Japan, Russia). If the one axis threat(North Korea) is dominated by
land threats, the second, third and fourth axis threats are threats from the sea,
This paper analyzed the maritime strategy of Korea within the framework of
maritime-geopolitics, in other words recognition and expansion of the sphere
of maritime. I have designed that the maritime defense space that we can
deny from threats is divided into three lines of defense: 1 line (radius
3,000km), 2 lines (2,000km), and 3 lines (1,000km), The three defense zones

of the three lines were defined as an active defense(l line), defensive

* Lieutenant Commander, Ph D, in Military Strategy, Office of DCNO for Planning &
Management,
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offense(2 line), active offense(3 line)., The three defense zones of the three
lines were defined as the sphere of core maritime, As a power to deny the
sphere of core maritime, it was analyzed as a maneuvering unit, a
nuclear-powered submarine, the establishment of missile strategy, and the
fortification of islands station. The marine strategy of South Korea with these

concepts and means was defined as ‘Offensive Maritime Denial Strategy .

Key Words : Maritime Strategy, Sphere of Maritime, Active Defense, Defensive

Offense, Active Offense, Offensive Maritime Denial Strategy
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