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Abstract

Strengthening Trend of Coast Guards in Northeast Asia

Yoon, Sungsoon*

Recent marine territorial disputes in the East China Sea and the South China Sea
have come to us as a great threat. China, which has recently established the China
Coast Guard and has rapidly developed maritime security forces, is trying to
overcome the various conflict countries with its power. Japan is also strengthening
intensively its maritime security forces. Since Korea, China, and Japan are
geographically neighboring and sharing maritime space in Northeast Asia, there is no
conflict between maritime jurisdiction and territorial rights among the countries. The
struggle for initiative in the ocean is fierce among the three coastal nations in
Northeast Asia. therefore, Korea needs more thorough preparation and response to
protect the marine sovereignty.

As the superpowers of China and Japan are confronted and the United States is
involved in the balance of power in strategic purposes, the East Asian sea area is a
place where tension and conflict environment exist. China’s illegal fishing boats are
constantly invading our waters, and they even threaten the lives of our police officers.
The issue of delimiting maritime boundaries between Korea and China has yet to be
solved, and is underway in both countries, and there is a possibility that the
exploration activities of the continental shelf resources may collide as the agreement
on the continental shelf will expire between Korea and Japan. On the other hand,
conflicts in the maritime jurisdictions of the three countries in Korea, China and
Japan are leading to the enhancement of maritime security forces to secure deterrence
rather than military confrontation.

In the situation where the unresolved sovereignty and jurisdiction conflicts of
Korea, China and Japan continue, and the competition for the strengthening of the
maritime powers of China and Japan becomes fierce, there is a urgent need for

stabilization and enhancement of the maritime forces in our country. It is necessary to

* Director, Marine Policy Research Department, Korea Maritime Institute.



establish a new long-term strategy for enhancing the maritime security force and to
carry out it.

It is expected that the Korean Coast Guard, which once said that it was a model for
the establishment of China’s Coast Guard as a powerful force for the enforcement of
the maritime law, firmly establishes itself as a key force to protect our oceans with the

Navy and keeps our maritime sovereignty firmly.
Key Words: Marine Sovereignty, Coast Guard, Maritime Security Power
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