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Abstract

Naval Arms Race in Northeast Asia
Kim, Duk-ki*

The purpose of this paper is to analyze the status of naval arms race in Northeast
Asia. To this end, the scope of the research was limited to national security strategies,
maritime strategies and naval strengthening of the United States, China, Russia and
Japan. The major powers’ active maritime strategies and naval arms race give some
strategic implications to the Republic of Korea Navy as follows.

First, China and Japan, unlike the past, are actively using submarines in offshore
waters including the Korean Peninsula. Therefore, the ROK Navy must successfully
promote the Jangbogo-11I-class submarine, which is currently constructed, and get a
nuclear-powered submarine and P-8 MPA capable of long-range and long-time
operations to enhance ASW capability.

Second, North Korea’s current building submarines capable of loading SLBMs and
SLBMs are a new threat to the ROK Navy. The current building KAMD, which
focuses on terminal phase defense, cannot effectively respond to North Korea’s
SLBMs and should be converted to a multi-layered defense system including SM-3 at
a mid-course phase.

Third, as China militarizes the South China Sea, the instability of the South China
Sea is growing. Therefore, the ROK Navy should strengthen its maritime cooperation
with the regional countries such as Japan and ASEAN navies to protect SLOC.

In conclusion, the ROK Navy needs to build a strong naval power to keep in mind
that the 21st century naval rivalry in Northeast Asia is accelerating. The navy must do
one’s best to protect national strategic and vital interests by strengthening cooperation
with regional countries. South Korea is also accelerating its defense reforms in
accordance with the pattern of future warfare and the ROK Navy do one’s best to

have a balanced naval capability capable of actively operating in the offshore waters.

Key Words: A2/AD, arms race, BMD, maritime cooperation, SLBM, SLOC, SSN
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