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ABSTRACT

A Study on Determinants of Export Performance of SMEs
Participating in Trade Shows

Dong—-Suk CHUN - Kwang-So PARK

The purpose of this study is to identify the determinants of the export
performance of the most preferred trade exhibitions for SMEs. And the results
are as follow. First, it is analyzed that the challenging entrepreneurship, the
global orientation toward the overseas market, the quality of the excellent trade
show, and the support system of the trade exhibition of the export related
organizations all have a very positive effect on the export performance of the
SMEs participating in the trade show. Second, the number and size of
participating trade shows has no influence on controlling export performance.
Third, there is a difference in export performance depending on participation
frequency, participation size, participation method, and participating region.

The implication of this study is that SMEs, which have a strong sense of
entrepreneurship and a strong commitment to the global market, need to
actively participate in trade exhibitions with relatively low barriers to entry. The
policy implication is that organizers and export-related organizations need to
understand the internal capabilities of participating companies in order to
maximize the performance of participating companies. And Korea should also
create an environment that can attract and hold excellent trade exhibitions held
overseas. Therefore, the government and export-related organizations should
expand the infrastructure for hosting global trade exhibitions. As well as an
urgent need to build a system for attracting overseas buyers that can
dramatically boost overseas buyer visits.

Keywords : Trade Shows, Determinants of Export Performance, Global Competence,
Quality of Trade Show, Trade Show Support System



