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The Use of Agri-environment Concept in the Legislation and the
Improvements in South Korea

Kim, Tae-Yeon

This study analyses the use of agri-environment concept in South Korean laws and
tries to identify the limitations and improvements. The agri-environment has been
used in the EU agricultural policy since the mid 1980s, and now became the most
important policy in the rural development policy. It has been regarded as a concept
explaining the various factors for agricultural production. However, the EU defines
it as results of agricultural production which includes not only environmental and
natural features but also social and historical resources in rural areas. This
definition has played a key role in the 2013 reform of the CAP. Because many
developed countries are implementing the agri-environmental policy, South Korea
needs to introduce it soon. In doing so, this research explores how the current
South Korean laws are dealing with the relationship between agriculture and
environment. It reviews 34 laws in total and finds out neither act applying the
concept of agri-environment, nor recognizing the role of agricultural production in
biological and environmental conservation. Nevertheless, this research identifies
that some acts could be a basis for introducing agri-environmental policy in South
Korea if they may complement the interrelationship between the agricultural
production and conservation of rural resources.

Key words : agri-environment, agri-environmental policy, agricultural law,
environmental law, public goods
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Table 1. The aid programmes of agri-environmental measures of the EU

Regulation 2078/92, Article 1. Regulation 1257/1999, Article 22.

(a) the use of farming practices which reduce the polluting | (a) ways of using agricultural land which are
effects of agriculture, a fact which also contributes, by compatible with the protection and impr-
reducing production, to an improved market balance; ovement of the environment, the landscape

. . . and its features, natural resources, the soil

(b) an environmentally favourable extensification of crop T

. . . . and genetic diversity,

farming, and sheep and cattle farming, including the
conversion of arable land into extensive grassland; (b) an environmentally-favourable extensifi-

. . . . cation of farming and management of

(c) ways of using agricultural land which are compatible ) ) & g

. . . . low-intensity pasture systems,

with protection and improvement of the environment, the

countryside, the landscape, natural resources, the soil and | (c) the conservation of high nature-value

genetic diversity ; farmed environments which are under

(d) the upkeep of abandoned farmland and woodlands where threat,

this is necessary for environmental reasons or because of | (d) the upkeep of the landscape and historical
natural hazards and fire risks, and thereby avert the features on agricultural land,

dangers associated with the depopulation of agricultural () the use of environmental planning in
areas; farming practice.
(e) long-term set-aside of agricultural land for reasons

connected with the environment;
(f) land management for public access and leisure activities ;

(g) education and training for farmers in types of farming
compatible with the requirements of environmental
protection and upkeep of the countryside.

Source : CEC, 1992; 1999.

I8y syl s A Aol E 18 Jide] =olHA e ERt of
et iAo g2s =054 Fsta ok F, AlAIZR =94 AHEHI e a3 9
el thal B=e] o) & Ad4skA] XY syt M s AS7HA sd8A40] &4t
Ak Eo TdHE AdeE 4 HE F2 ovlel der F8H 2
dAd e BAdolt Fab=o] a8 % AiE A BEY, =, di7), *ﬂﬂm
2ot ZAE oulste Zloln Aerddoly AeAlel B4, toftt A B
= 7ol obdtt olgfd /d A AE st syt HEANAM T
dAdol tisiA of @Al At A=A A EHIA Jrh

)
foh



88 2 ¢

o] AT E FHH BHE A 1Pt e HES AESLA gt) o] & 93
HAA 7P HABAE ] AMARE SalA T S A HES FE3H ol
o] F8 W8S AR FUSEI AR Z s oBA TFa YA ARt
o F 34709 HES AESAET, o] T FUFAFR (03 FAEFR) &% HEC| T
117]0]aL 7]e} £ WEo] 237/o]th. 0|5 HES HEFOZN U HAY BAL 9
HE o2 &8 /ted HEY A q4FE FES L I #AHE B48) BaA gt

-4, o] AFoA FAER 23 HE F 10/1E HESIL 524 F7 sd&5l ol
3 AHAA AL 2k s FAo)7] WEd T 4 2l oE AADAE A5
I JAEAE st AL FF ALY S =Ysted JoA mlg- Fast A
Qtolgtal & = Ut WEA FAFR HE T $UEsH A AAL S Vo=
HES U&S EX43taA gt

Table 2. Agri-environmental related laws of MAFR

Ministry Name of law

Framework act on agriculture, rural community and food industry

Act on the promotion of environment-friendly agriculture and fisheries and the
management of, and support for ogranic foods, ETC

Act on the preservation, management and use of agro-fishery brioresources

Special act on the improvement of dwelling conditions and promotion of remodelling

Ministry of . . .

. of agricultural and fishing villages
agriculture, -

- Fertilizer control act
food, and .
. - Control of livestock and fish feed act

rural affairs .

(n - Agrochemicals control act

- Animal protection act
- Plant protection act
- Act on the protection of new varieties of plants

- Special act on the improvement of the quality of life of farmers, foresters and fishermen

and the promotion of development of agricultural, mountain and fishery areas

Source : National law information center (http:/www.law.go.kr)
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Table 3. Basic philosophy of framework act on agriculture, rural community and food industry

Article 2 (Basic Philosophy)

The basic ideologies of this Act are as follows:

1. As a key industry carrying out economic and public functions by ensuring the stable supply of safe
agricultural products and quality food for the citizens and contributing to conserving the environment
of the national territory, agriculture shall be encouraged to serve as a foundation for the economic,
social, and cultural development of the citizens;

2. Farmers shall be encouraged to become major economic players realizing an income in balance with
those of workers engaged in other industries based on autonomy and creativity;

3. Rural communities shall be encouraged to preserve their unique traditions and culture and be
developed into an industrial and living space providing a pleasant environment to the citizens in

order to be passed down to future generations.

Source : Framework act on agriculture, rural community and food industry
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Table 4. Agri-environmental related laws of other departments

Ministry Name of law
Office for
government policy | - Framework act on low carbon, green growth

coordination

- Framework act on environmental policy
- Act on the conservation and use of biological diversity
- Water environment conservation act

- Wetlands conservation act

Ministry of - Wildlife protection and management act
environment - Act on the prevention of light pollution due to artificial lighting
a7 - Act on the adjacent, utilization and benefit-sharing of genetic resources

- Natural environment conservation act
- Soil environment conservation act

- Clean air conservation act

- Act on the management and use of livestock excreta
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Ministry Name of law

- Sustainable development act
- Environmental impact assessment act

- Environment improvement expenses liability act

Act on the integrated control of pollutant-discharging facilities

Drinking water management act

Act on the national trust of cultural heritages and national environment assets

o Landscape act
Ministry of land,

. Act on the survey, planning and management of water resource
infrastructure and

transport (4)

Groundwater act

- River act
Ministry of - Act on the aquisition, management, and utilization of biological research
science and ict resources

Source : National law information center (http://www.law.go.kr)
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