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Abstract This study classified hairdressing techniques into hairdressing equipment, beauty/care, and styling and
investigated current trends in patent applications. In addition, it analyzed what aspects should be concentrated on
in terms of future hairdressing techniques and their growth potential. The results found the following: Hairdressing
techniques have been on the rise since 1990 in terms of patent activities. In particular, they have been most active
in ‘electric hairdressing equipment such as hair dryers and hair straighteners. According to analysis of applicants’
application trends, technique leaders were different by sector. In hairdressing techniques, in other words, expertise
should be developed by sector. It is anticipated that this study would facilitate and expand the hairdressing market
by analyzing hairdressing technique patent trends and establishing future directions for R&D in hairdressing
techniques.
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Table 1. Technical classification

Category| Division Section Classification Criteria
Electric Dryer,
equipment (AA) straightener,
m clipper
Q -
g Nonelectric Saissors,
) equipment (AB) cutters,
% comb
Hair-fixing  (AC) B?”d' cap,
clip, pin, roll
Scalp/hair
Cosmetics  (BA) |care
o cosmetics
= 8 Care such as massage
2 S Massage/care - )
= > and prevention of hair
@ [+ BB)
& S loss
3 g Hair
&) transplant
Transplant  (BC) —related
techniques
Perm device,
Perm (CA) rod,
5 neutralize, etc.
& . Coloring/bleaching
% Dyeing (CB) techniques
% Hairpiece/hair
= Hairpiece  (CC) |extension-related
techniques
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Fig. 1. Annual Number of Hairdressing Technique—
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Fig. 2. Major Patent Applicants in the Field of

Hairdressing Techniques (Top 6)
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Fig. 3. Major Patent Applicants in the Field of
Electric Hairdressing Equipment (Top 6)
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Fig. 4. Major Patent Applicants in the Field of
Electric Hairdressing Equipment (Top 6)
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Fig. 5. Major Patent Applicants in the Field of
Hair—fixing Techniques (Top 6)
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Fig. 6. Major Patent Applicants in the Field of
Scalp/Hair Care Cosmetics (Top 6)
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Fig. 7. Major Patent Applicants in the Field of
Scalp/Hair Care Massage and Techniques
(Top 6)
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Fig. 8. Major Patent Applicants in the Field of Hair
Transplant (Top 6)
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Fig. 9. Major Patent Applicants in the Field of
Perm—based Hairstyling (Top 6)
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Fig. 10. Major Patent Applicants in the Field of
Coloring/Bleaching—based Hairstyling
(Top 6)
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Fig. 11. Major Patent Applicants in the Field of Hairstyling
Using a Hairpiece (Artificial Hair) (Top 6)
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Fig. 12. Patent Trends by the Field of Major Applicants’
(Top 6) Hairdressing—related Techniques
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