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Abstract This study aimed to investigate the perception on dental hygienists and convergence factors to affect social
requirements on their roles so as to utilize them as the fundamental data to assist the common people to understand
the occupation and roles of dental hygienists and expand their positive perception further. Upon the multiple
regression analysis from 235 final analysis subjects who underwent survey from August 1st to 25th 2017 among
270 adults in Busan and Gyeongnam areas, the awareness level on the dental hygienists was higher as the education
level was lower and quality of life was more positive. Requirements were increased more as the education level was
lower, quality of life related to oral health was more positive, quality of life was more positive, and awareness level
on the roles and knowledge of dental hygienists was increased more. Further programs and promotional plans should
be continuously activated to establish the career roles and expand the awareness in every field including dental clinic

practices, dental hygiene training, related groups, and so on.
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Table 1. General Characteristics of Study Subject
Variables Categories n %
Male 115 489
Sex
Female 120 51.1
20-29 47 20.0
30-39 80 340
Age
40-49 53 26
50< 55 234
<High school graduation 48 204
Education Attending university(college) 25 10.6
College graduation 51 217
=>University graduation 111 472
Under 1 time 65 217
Number of dental clinic visit 2 times 39 16.6
(within 3year) 3 times 51 217
More than 4 times 80 34.0
Low 104 443
Interest in oral-health Average 115 489
High 16 6.8
Total 235 100.0
Table 2. Descriptive Statistics of Measured Variables
Variables Min Max M SD
OHIP-14 14.00 62.00 34.15 1045
WHOQOL-BREF 40.00 122.00 84.82 12,31
Perception on dental hygienists _Image 9.00 25.00 15.98 2.34
Perception on dental hygienists_Role 7.00 25.00 16.06 253
Perception on dental hygienists_Knowledge 8.00 24.00 16.70 2.61
Needs on dental hygienists 30.00 75.00 60.64 8.67
3.3 A7)} That 17 A Azhglalel tig 1A= R AR g

2] Al g 5 Ao H= Cegbal SR
78571 191% % o1, 2|39 ALl ek 5 B A9&
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Table 3. Perception and status on dental hygienists
Variables Categories n %
Recognition of the dental hygienist’ No 190 80.9
title Yes 45 19.1
Through a dental hygienist in a dental clinic 13 55
How have you heard about the Recognition in a dental clinic 56 238
occupation and title of dental Through media 32 136
hygienists? From other people 107 455
Other 27 115
By looking at their uniform (gown or name tag) 66 28.1
o By looking at their work 13 48.1
E;g\]/ive r(]::gtsy?ou distinguish dental By file %6 1
Dental hygienist introducing him/herself to the respondent 13 55
From conversation 17 72
Sir/ Madam 99 421
Nurse 60 255
Title for dental hygienists Dental hygienist 8 34
Miss (name) 4 17
Other (Name, excuse me, etc.) 64 272
Total 235 100.0

Table 4. The convergence effect of perception and social requirements on dental hygienists of respondent

perception social requirements
Variable Standard Standard
Estimate t o Estimate t D
B B
(constant) 8.176 .000 6.266 .000
Sex .089 1.337 .183 072 1.135 257
Age .045 613 .540 -209 -2.929 252
Education -.139 -1.966 .049 -079 -1.148 040
Number of dental clinic visit (within 3year) 045 6838 492 -.064 -1.013 312
Interest in oral-health -.054 -79 425 -1 -1.712 0838
OHIP-14 -.072 -1.047 2% -.140 -2.121 035
WHOQOL-BREF 272 3.992 .001 A77 2630 009
Perception on dental hygienists _Image 129 1.597 112
Perception on dental hygienists_Role 219 2.408 017
Perception on dental hygienists_Knowledge 281 3.302 001
F=13.718, p<.001 F=15.560, p<.001
R?=.203 R*=499
Adj R=175 Adj R*=.463
A(B=140)°] TAALTFE, &) AB=1700] =84 ATl g AEH o7 AEE oot QA=
A4S AR G 2 rEE A EBE TR P A AR R 35 4o 2,
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