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ABSTRACT

Evaluation on the Impact of the Rotterdam Rules on
Facilitating the Use of Electronic Transport Reocrds

Paik—-Hyun SUH

The Rotterdam Rules is the first international maritime carriage of goods
Convention that acknowledge electronic records of contracts of carriage. The
Rules have developed separate chapter in relation to electronic transport
records’ issuing, transfer, etc. This paper aims to evaluate Rotterdam Rules’
contribution to the use of electronic transport records. To achieve the aims
firstly this paper have examined the related articles of Rotterdam Rules,
Secondly in practical aspects, this paper explores the opportunities and
obstacles which could be happened in practical procedures, applicable to
transport industry, shipper and holder of electronic transport records.

Findings could be summarized as follows, first the Rules shows high
acceptability to whom it may involved in transport industry by simplify the
contents of the Rules to avoid conflict with each countries national laws. The
Rules acknowledge the functional equivalence between paper and electronic
transport records in specific provisions. This could be important development
to facilitate the use of electronic transport records. But the Rules have not
mentioned liability limit of transport industry when the problems arise from
issuing, tele-transmission, transfer of the records. And the secure of the
functional equivalence between paper and electronic transport records also
could be remained in uncertain regime due to different stance of each national
laws.

Keywords : Rotterdam Rules, Electronic Transport Data, Exclusive Control



