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Abstract : This is a case report of a northern goshawk (Accipiter gentilis), admitted to the wildlife rescue center with
right coracoid and scapular fracture which received conservative treatment and was soft-released successfully. At the
admission, the goshawk had callus formed on the fractured bones, scars on eyebrows and severely damaged tail feathers
with inability to fly. Cage rest was indicated to prevent further occurrence of fracture and to promote reunion of the
fracture surface. The bird went through a rehabilitation process with appropriate physical training in flying cage to
recover its fitness and flying ability. Complete molting of flight feathers with damaged rectrices was achieved during
the rehabilitation period and its flight ability was recovered favorably. It was released into a proper habitat for northern
goshawks, but the bird was found near the aviary where its last phase of rehabilitation was performed. A soft-release
program was applied and finally the bird returned to near the first rescue location 235 km away from the release site.
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Fig 1. The northern goshawk (Accipiter genilis) presented for
diagnosis after admission. (A) Damaged tail feather and wound
at the supraorbital ridge is observed. (B and C) Radiograph
showing fracture of right scapula and coracoid.
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Fig 2. The northern goshawk rediscovered around the aviary
(Seosan Birdland, Jan. 26, 2014) where the bird was cared at
the final rehabilitation stage.

Fig 3. Re-appearance of the rehabilitated northern goshawk in
Heuksando Island on Feb. 20, 2015.
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Fig 4. The rehabilitated and released northern goshawk (Feb.
20, 2015) with the metal ring (100-03461).

Fig 5. Rescue, release and rediscovery locations of the
rehabilitated northern goshawk in this report. (A) The first and
second rescue site. (B) The hard- and soft-release site after
rehabilitation. (C) The final rediscovery site. Province abbre-
viations: CN, Chungcheongnam-Do; JB, Jeollabuk-Do; JN,
Jeollanam-Do.
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