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Study on the Concept of Collaterals and Asian Symbolic—mathematical
Consideration of Formation and Composition of Fifteen Main Collaterals
Kang Yoon Kye, Byoung Soo Kim*

Department of Physiology, College of Korean Medicine, Daejeon University

The meridian theory(##££33) is one of the important Korean medical theories distinguishing it from western
medicine. The meridian theory(i&#&£32) can be divided broadly into meridians({fk) and collaterals(}&fK). The studies
on meridians(#PK) have been relatively advanced, but the studies on the collaterals(#&ik) has not been enough
progressed so far. Fifteen main collaterals(+7Z %K) are the biggest and most important part of collaterals(}&fK). Unlike
other collateral(&k), fifteen main collaterals(+7Z#&Jk) have certain routes and their own collateral acupoints(&7%). So
we studied the structure of collateral(#&k) mainly on fifteen main collaterals(+Z#&fK). In addition, we searched the
Asian symbolic-mathematical(5R 82 #J) meaning of the fifteen main collaterals(+7Z#&k) and newly described them. As
a result, the concept of collaterals(#&Jk) has been created by the accumulation of clinical experience later than that of
meridians(#pK), and it has been formed while the meridian theory(i&#&23%) were developed. The meaning of ‘fifteen’
in fifteen main collaterals(+Z#&MK) could be analysed in three ways based on the result of symbolic-mathematical(5 &k
21)) study. According to those results, we could find that the structure of fifteen main collaterals(+#&#&MK) in
FInternal Classic(ANi&)s was accurate.

keywords : Collaterals(#&fK), Fifteen main collaterals(+Z#HK), Asian symbolic-mathematics(5#2)
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