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The Formation of Social Capital in Korean Village
— Experience of Saemaul Undong in the 1970s —
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Abstract

This research started from the perspective that dynamics of the Saemaul Undong in the village which is a unit
of saemaul development is the formation of social capital. The subjects of this research are 122 success village
stories of Saemaul Undong in 1970~1979. Through the content analysis, it extracted the social capital elements
in the Saemaul Undong practice process and analyzed their characteristics. As a result of the research, it was con-
firmed that the formation and utilization of internal and external networks, which are structural capital, actively
developed. Saemaul Undong contributed to formation and strengthening of relational capital such as trust and
norms. This will be used as a basic data for research on Saemaul Undong, and it can be used as an index of the
participation of villagers in rural development strategy of developing countries.
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