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The Role of Universities in Solving Local and Regional Problems*
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Abstract : Recently, the third mission as the new role of the university is being emphasized as contributing to
the local community through active participation in local and regional problems as well as an economic
contribution as an entrepreneurial university, Thus, overseas universities started various university-industry
collaboration activities targeting sustainable development based on local community and improve their roles for
regional regeneration and innovation. Universities in Korea also tend to set up a cooperative governance with
various agents in the local community via university financial support projects by the government and started to
promote the university-industry collaboration project for solving the problem of the local community. Therefore,
this research tries to find implications in order to expand the role and responsibility as local university and
reinforce substantiality and enhancement of university-industry collaboration through a case analysis of
university-industry collaboration to solve the problem in local communities in foreign countries. In order to
solve the problem of local communities based on local agents-led small-sized projects, it is requested to improve
the more active role of the university, local governments and university students.

Key Words : university-industry collaboration, regional regeneration and innovation, university, the third

mission, regional problem-solving
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