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The purpose of this study is to try to structuralize the perception of the mothers of science-gifted
clementary students using the concept mapping approach. The mothers who participated in this research
had children who were 5th and 6th graders selected as science-gifted by a regional education office,
a science high school and two national universities in a city. One of the authors interviewed 26 mothers,
and extracted 50 general statements of their perceptions about the career path of their children. Ten
mothers who participated in interviews sorted a shuffled pack of statement cards. The categorization
of the statements into the dissimilarity matrix was carried out by SPSS multidimensional scaling analysis
and hierarchical cluster analysis to generate a conceptual diagram. After that 140 mothers rated each
statement using a Likert-type response scale from one to five. The result showed six clusters of parental
views such as were ‘Burden of private education, grades and going to the next grade,” ‘Thinking about
career guidance in gifted education and school,” ‘Parental roles in child career education,” ‘Difficulties
in career guidance at home,” ‘Demand for strengthening the parental capacity for career guidance,” and
‘Demand for social support.” ‘Demand for social support’ obtained the highest sympathy from mothers
of elementary science gifted.
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Figure 1. Dendrogram of parents perception
about their children’s career
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Table 3. Statements and perception of mothers about their children’s career
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