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A Study of the Concept of God in Daesoon Thought:

Focusing on the Concept of God, Divine Beings, and the
Divine Dao as Depicted in the I Ching

A B

Choi Chi-bong. Researcher, Asia Research Center of Religions.

Abstract: This study aims to understand the concept of God in Daesoon
thought through gods, divine beings, and divine Dao as they are featured in
the I Ching. This study also explores analysis by dividing the ‘one’ from the
I Ching into personal subject, metaphysical and fundamental marvel, innate
divinity and morality of human beings as being among various concepts of god.

Among the terms regarding god, divine Dao is especially clear in its
depiction of this concept. In this context, the study looks closely at the
characteristics of the concept of God. The divine Dao is actually an order
that has been spread throughout the world by Sangje’s will and the gods
are endowed with His mandate. Through such order, the divine Dao leads
to the Dao of divinely empowered humans by the Great Dao of mutual
beneficence and natural solution. Divinely empowered humans is a concept
which corresponds to the idea that ‘Divine affairs are akin to those of
humans.” Divine beings have human will and feelings in the afterlife, and
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due to their close relationship to human beings, they exercise an influence
over human beings. They have human will and feelings while alive as
well. In addition, they also have grievances and grudges. Such grievances
and grudges can be resolved by mutual beneficence. And the divine affairs
and activities move in accordance with Taegeuk (the Great Ultimate),
Sangje’s will, and the divine Dao. Therefore, it is a principle that divine
beings should obey and an operational law in theonomy. Sangje’s divine
Dao and heavenly mandate accord with the Great Ultimate and are thereby
revealed. Natural solutions can be reached when Divine beings and human
beings gain awareness of this truth. To realize the divine Dao, humans
and divine beings should practice the dao of benevolence, justice, propriety,
wisdom, and they should rely on one another. Furthermore, this is done to
accomplish the dao of heaven and earth.

Key words: Daesoon thought, the 7 Ching, God, divine being, the divine dao, spirit
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