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A Study on Verifying the Morality behind ‘Mutual
Beneficence’: A Phenomenological Investigation on the
‘Propensity towards Sympathy’

4 8}

(hung Byung-hwa. Professor, Unification Graduate School in Dagjin University

Abstract: As the establishment of self-identity is based on ‘Relationships of
Mutual Beneficence,” the formation of ‘Relationships of Mutual Beneficence’
is the only road to the security and confirmation of self-existence. But given
that our ordinary life almost entirely consists of actions objectifying others,
the formation of ‘Relationships of Mutual Beneficence’ is by no means easy.
The formation of ‘Relationships of Mutual Beneficence’ should be based on
morality, controlling self-desire, and not objectifying others.

Philosophy based on a priori reasoning describes self-control over self-
desire as the domination of the body through a priori reasoning. But this
practical philosophy cannot present a self-evidential internal motivation behind
moral actions. Due to this, the application of moral order given by a
priori reasoning in response to reality is likely to be reinterpreted on basis
of self-interest.

With regards to this, the ‘propensity towards sympathy’ is given as new

* iRt Eal w4 E-mail: wkaki@hanmail.net
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moral norm. The ‘propensity towards sympathy’ as emotion is direct and
consistent given that feeling occurs prior to thinking, The ‘propensity towards
sympathy’ is intuitive in the sense that it is an instinctual response
preceeding a reasoned judgment. The ‘propensity towards sympathy,” as a
natural moral emotion, is self-validating given that all human beings know
it and practice it.

But previous studies on the ‘propensity towards sympathy’ have an
obvious limitation because they adopt phenomenological approaches to the
‘propensity towards sympathy’ which eschew the investigation of morality.
Though they present the ‘propensity towards sympathy’ as a natural emotion
based on body rather than reason, they do not philosophically explain the
‘propensity towards sympathy.” Thus the ‘propensity towards sympathy’ as
a natural moral emotion is likely to be interpreted as a subjective and relative
moral norm.

This paper philosophically explains that the ‘propensity towards sympathy’
is a universal moral norm on the basis of Merleau-Ponty’s ‘flesh.” ‘Flesh’ is
formed as the entanglement between oneself and others and presents the
‘propensity towards sympathy’ as its philosophical basis. In other words,
‘flesh’ formed as the mixture or entanglement between oneself and others is
the material foundation upon which one can activate the ‘propensity towards
sympathy.” This paper’s approach to the ‘propensity of sympathy’ can be
desribed as a phenomenological approach to the ‘propensity towards sympathy’
as a universal moral norm

key words: ‘Relationships of Mutual Beneficence’, morality, reason, ‘propensity
towards sympathy’, ‘flesh’
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7F Ouar e B43 el &5 Hd AsE sk
a8 2|1 GAEEAAT BE veh ERxlete] dishd Al
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2) Ch. Taylor, Sowurce of the Self (Cambridge: Cambridge UP,1990), p.36.

3) & =RAE W, AEHE &4, R (K AL 1992), p.229.

4) 7M1e] Aol gk siAlo] ‘Ueof ERxle] s A e 7| xspr|Hrhks 7919 2]
olgizAlel 27|17t tdja e EAA A BEEE A A5 WA
o]Fo|A| = AFAS wilELe]o|(A. Maclntyre)= A ]F2l(emotivism ]2t &3]
ot gelizdlo] wizlEfelo], Felo] A, o]X9- &3, (A& FlEFAE 1997),
pp.44-45 FZ.
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5) o149, Ms=Rzls] A Ee Bk A, TAENAT, 13 (2005), p.310.

6) B A9 AEAS Sshe SAE Eshe dadd SRR Evps F(T
Hobbes)E & &= Utk 1% QIZF AlE|Eh] digtolA] QIzF WiAQl AEE-8 Q119
Elardk Ao - ASCHT. Hobbes, Lewiathan, Oxford: Oxford UP, 2012,
ch.13). T3l FAAXASA; 24 70 EK. Schumit)= Lo} Efxlele] #AIE 4
I FAERE BlA olsigith. “AIt FAgRE & SA gPasE AAER] A
(the politica) QIZte] HMolrhk= & &ollA )& 4= gle $HAE 22 Aot
Z U E, TAXAERD A9 Ui, AEE &3 (A8 HEAL 1995), p.44.

7) AREZ: 9] J FEAS) FelM SHAR] 1T (individualism) S TS
T19] JiRIFFEIE st ool ol o] FAA|XITE Ele] of2lS uiwiE=
shte] oAe FAX o= o] o tidsletal T1Elste] ERAle] oJAS FERAlY]
= 7)o =g3ltl]. P. Sartre, Being and Nothing, New York: Philosophical
Library, 1956, pp.221-223).

8) ERFE Ap7lola| @Al 7| xe e ge] SEVR QIXshs S FHeke Ui
Aol sHE-A ZH7)F Aoty & 23, Locke), IFEA. Kant), &3F-2~(L.
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QIZke] MIAl AEAS T8 HEZR-FE 9 553 Aol &
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Aol o] 7)o & ol FA7FE ofisiAl AAlskar 1o wf
g} Fo] 545 WAow AYAES sl s oudt) oyt
APAES E9lA w2 ‘FEskE A2 (structured perception)<
7RIt FEskE A17hE 7R 5 9JA)e] WHEd] BEehs e A<l
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alerh AlAlel gk 929 olall= u] Skl ozl Aome] AAe}
FE7F BaL gl A AlelellA ARl x3kE AEshs slojth o &
219] olfgh Hd-so e HIEZNFERIL. Wittgenstein)o] 19| 2]

11) M. Merleau-Ponty, 7he Phenomenology of Perception (London: Routledge,
1962), p.vii.
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12) L. Wittgenstein, Philosophical Investigations (Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1978),
p.370. BIEZIFFERIO] AFet ‘T ol oAlE = gle g ol & AlAFH 9
TE3pE 7o o] AABRE AlAle] tigk 98] E5F EE UlX] AdF EHE
(natural attitude)Z &3k},

13) M. Merleau-Ponty, 7he Visible and The Invisible (Evanston: Northwestern UP,
1968), p.139.

14) o714 2= dojo] AT (intersubjectivity)o] *|ZH4] x}ol|A] o] Fox|+=
AlAle] tigk 2719k Elxele] AP TLA, S WA O 712Es o 5 ok
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The Prose of the World (Evanstoni Northwestern UP, 1986), p.42.

15) M Merleau-Ponty, The Phenomenology of Perception, p.347.

16) Ibid., p.354.

17) M. Merleau—Ponty, Sense and Non-Sense (Evanston: Northwestern UP, 1964), p.36.

18) M. Merleau-Ponty, 7he Visible and The Invisible, p.148.

19) atelHllZJM. Heidegger)t= 'A%t AREyelA AlAl i EA1=A €] AEAN(Dasein)©]
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BAel A2 ALl Aow waHU “FEAE BN AL ehigle
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FAE Herke 79 5 o whER) sjoluA, TEAle ARk, Aok §41 (e
Az F- V\} 1995) p.180.
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