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A Study on Situations and Response Methods for Pirate Incidents
in the Seas Southwest of the Philippines
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Abstract : Recently, pirate incidents involving passing ships have been continuously occurring in the seas southwest of the Philippines, the Sulu Sea
and the Celebes Sea. Pirates in these areas are members of the “Abu Sayyaf Group”, which consists of Islamic armed rebels. They have abducted
and confined 59 ship crews over the last 13 months to obtain money for group operations. The activities of these pirates, abducting and killing
crews, have became a significant threat for marine security in the Sulu and Celebes Seas and for logistic activities in Asia. This study examines and
analyzes 22 recent incidents in terms of ships gross tonnage, kind, nationality, incident time, location, etc. The identity of the Abu Sayyaf Group,
which has been committing this piracy and represents the de facto power behind the actors responsible, is also unpacked, along with current
challenges to resolving these conflicts. Finally, responses passing ships, shipping companies, related countries and the international community should

make are proposed.
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Fig. 2. Members of Abu Sayyaf Group.
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Philippine Coast Guard District
Southwestern Mindanao Operation Centre
+63 929686 4129
+63 916626 0689
VHF: Channel 16 with call-sign “ENVY”
Email: hegdswm@yahoo.com

SULU SEA

Zambosngs
]

Navy - Littoral Monitoring Station (LMS)
Bongao, TawiTawi

Lahad Datu +63 917774 2293

Bangao VHF: Channel 16
CELEBES SEA Email: jointtaskgrouptt@gmail.com

sibutu
Istand

Eastern Sabah Security Command (ESSCOM)
Tel: +60 89863181/016
Fax: +60 89863182
'VHF: Channel 16 with call-sign “ESSCOM”
Email: bilikgerakanesscom@jpm.gov.my

Fig. 4. Ship’s three Contact Centers.
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