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Effects of Young Children’s Shyness on Social Withdrawal of Young Children: Focusing on
Moderating Effects of Teacher-Child Relationships

Woo Ri Jo - Nary Shin
Department of Child Welfare, Chungbuk National University

Abstract

This study examined the effects of children's shyness and relationships with their teacher in regards to social
withdrawal. Two questionnaires were conducted with mothers and teachers of 242 three to five-year-olds attending
a childcare center in Sejong city. SPSS 18.0 was used to implement descriptive analyses and hierarchical regression
analyses. The results indicated that main effects of lack of sociability and assertiveness as well as interaction
effects between lack of assertiveness and intimate relationship on social withdraw were found when the child-
teacher relationship was intimate. The results suggested that intimate child-teacher relationships adjusted to lack
of assertiveness in the child. Meanwhile, interaction effects between lack of sociability and lack of assertiveness
and between self-consciousness and child-teacher conflictual relationship were found in child-teacher conflictual
relationships. The results indicated that the influence on alleviating social withdrawal behavior of children with
a high level of shyness was limited despite establishing a close relationship with a teacher. However, the social
withdrawal behavior of children became more intense if they were in a conflict relationship with a teacher; this
tendency was also shown more significantly in shier children. This suggests that children's unamicable relationship
with a teacher may function as a risk factor to cause social withdrawal behavior. Therefore, it is important that
a teacher has the capability to understand the individual characteristics of children, particularly shyness, and

encourage their sociability of children through positive relationships.
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Table 1. General Characteristics of Participants (V=242)

Characteristics n(%)
Child Age (years) 3 94(38.8)
4 87(36.0)
5 61(25.5)
Gender Boys 113(46.7)
Girls 129(53.3)
Birth order Only 43(17.8)
First 94(38.8)
Second 86(35.5)
Third or up 18(7.4)
Fathers Age 20s 4(1.6)
30s 139(57.2)
40s or up 98(40.3)
Education High school graduate or less 78(32.2)
2- or 3-year college graduate 85(35.1)
4-year college graduate 68(28.1)
Master's degree or more 9(3.7)
QOccupation Administrative and secretarial 86(35.5)
Executive & senior officials 16(6.6)
Professionals 19(7.9)
Sales & customer service 30(12.4)
Production & simple laborers 48(19.8)
Others 1(0.4)
Mothers Age 20s 14( 5.8)
30s 179(73.7)
40s or up 48(19.8)
Education High school graduate or less 73(30.2)
2- or 3-year college graduate 57(23.6)
4-year college graduate 90(37.2)
Master's degree or more 20(8.3)
Occupation Housewife 111(45.9)
Professional 40(16.5)
Administrative and secretarial 39(16.1)
Sales & customer service 14( 5.8)
Production & simple laborers 9(3.7)
Other 28(11.6)
Household ~ Monthly income 2 million less 11(4.5)
2-3million less 51(21.1)
3-4million less 71(29.3)
4-5million less 55(22.7)
5-6million less 19(7.9)
6 million or more 35(14.5)
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Table 2. Descriptive Statistics and Correlations among Variables (V=242)

Variables @® ® ® @ ® ®
(@) Lack of sociability 1.00
(@) Lack of assertiveness 77" 1.00
(3) Self-consciousness 527 57" 1.00
@) Closeness 45" 47" 12 1.00
(® Conflict 03 22" 15 -03 1.00
(® Social withdrawal 60" 68" 37" 42" 35" 1.00
M 2.44 2.41 2.89 3.32 1.86 58.20
SD .89 .89 99 .62 .66 10.63

Note. Values of social withdrawal are standardized T scores.
‘<05, p<.001.
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Table 3. Effect of Children's Shyness and Close Relationship with Teachers on Social Withdrawal (V=242)

Variables Model 1 Model 2
B SE B B SE B
Shyness @) Lack of sociability 219 89 18 176 89 15
@) lack of assertiveness 6.04 95 50" 570 92 477
(3 Self-consciousness -32 64 -02 .00 62 .00
Close relationships -1.68 93 -.10 -.08 -.08 -.08
ShynessxClose relationships (D x Close relationships 23 1.06 01
(@ x Close relationships -2.40 1.20 -7
(@ x Close relationships -90 95 05
R 49 52
F 57217 3739"
‘p<.05, p<.01, p<.001.
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Moderating variables
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Independent variables

Table 4. Posteriori Test on Moderating Effect of Children's Close Relationships with Teachers on Social withdrawal (V.

High group on lack of assertiveness
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Table 5. Effect of Children's Shyness and Conflict Relationship with Teachers on Social Withdrawal (V=242)

. Model 1 Model 2
Variables
B SE B B SE B
Shyness () Lack of sociability 3.60 85 307 3.82 84 32"
(@) Lack of assertiveness 5.16 90 437 4.96 86 i
(3 Self-consciousness -82 59 -07 -84 58 -07
Conflict relationships 416 76 25" 3.67 76 227
Shyness x Conflict relationships (1 x Conflict relationships 32 1.35 01
@ x Conflict relationships 405 132 20"
(3 x Conflict relationships -2.01 97 -1
R 54 57
F 454" 23417
‘p<.05, p<.01, p<.001,
70+ -65
65+
-60
Social 60
withdrawal S 55
55+ e
50+ -50
T I I T
High Low High Low

Lack of assertiveness

e—e High group on conflict relationships

Self-consciousness

e e Low group on conflict relationships

Figures 2. Moderating effects of children's conflict relationships with teachers on social withdrawal.

AT e} o] 4 Aol L R A frot—iia}

e wg & pul

szeo] upgt g-ojujst zfo]7t LR, Figure 1914] ERls

) %
Fol-aat Wuabe] 28 faph BA K 02w A
3. R0le] 2ZST QoA ZH ZSBAZH ALSIE! S0l OlA]
= s
fote] EeT frob-TAL ZEAT} AF8]H 9l ]|
g ko) Folg WAl oR Amnor,

e} o], Model 1914+=

ot 480

oz A4 Zoleh 154 2ol ool ot} 25T
Golulat 47 ofHsloz el ol A2l o] 2
4 Ao} Szt Aele] 4 So] BE4E AE)A 9 4
o] ol Ao yralAr), sl Ale AR} 27} we

426 | Vol.55, No.4, August 2017: 419-431

Model 20114 Model 10l|412] Ze53} 9lof] 24 Aoje}l 2=
A TLe)ar A7) ojaldat 2 A| ke S AR a Tt AR A
=0l Frejulgh ks v)x)= Ao = YEpITE Model 10] A
312 Q155 54% ARt 7ol o]o] Model 2= AF2]2] 9152] ¥
¥ % 51% A= AR Uehd, RG] S7HEe| 3% AHE
it}
thgo g, QA4 B9 At ezl = o) Asatga

b
W= Ao g A E Y] 8, 2G4 Aol 17| W g
of—1AL ZEIHAE A - oF Ao & tie & ek 7he] vl
S AASE A= U229 Figure 20f AlAIE i} Ztt, o5 A
i, A Aojel Zp7|ejAA ] Al fol-mAl ZEEEH)
TR ofi o] & froks Wi frobinh ARRlA 915 o]
=0 Agko walrh e o|gla EAJL 23] oo}l x17] 9]
www.fer.or.kr



Fole| 30| AlE|X fIX0ll 0IX|= S&: [FO-wAL 27o] ZESIE Foo=

Family and Environment Research fer

Table 6. Posteriori Test on Moderating Effects of Children's Conflict Relationships on Social Withdrawal (V=242)

Independent variables Moderating variables Mean SE Mean differences F

High group on lack of assertiveness High group on conflict (1=75) 65.05 1.51 6.03 12.38"
Low group on conflict (7=54) 59.02 1.44

Low group on lack of assertiveness High group on conflict (7=53) 54.16 .78 1.90 1.07
Low group on conflict (7=60) 52.26 46

High group on self-consciousness High group on conflict (1=75) 63.85 1.48 7.19 15817
Low group on conflict (7=56) 56.65 1.34

Low group on self-consciousness High group on conflict (1=75) 55.86 1.19 1.31 43
Low group on conflict (7=56) 54.55 89

“p<01, " p<.001.
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