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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to share the experience of reflective practice of a Home FEconomics teacher
professional learning community(PLC) operator and to share better suggestions through reflection on PLC operation.
All conversation in the 18 sessions of the PLC totally from May 3lst 2013 to May 19th 2014 was recorded and
transcribed, All materials of PLC activity were qualitatively analysed, Its themes were grounded on its coding and
categorization scheme, Findings and conclusions of this study are as followings, The experience of learning the PLC
for a year has found that it is the power to keep the PLC alive: courage and anxiety to face anxiety and anxiety about
new challenges, the importance of theme selection, a teacher with a reckless challenge, shares of becoming a leader,
Through reflection, I learned that concerns require attention to other teachers and the need for a New Round' for
ongoing meetings. I, as a operator, did not fully consider participant’s different interest as well as a program for a
new round due to the lack of management experience, It led to the low participations in latter sessions of PLC,
Suggestions are put as solutions to improve these problems; (1) grouping participants by school levels when collecting
participants, (2) setting operation period and program applying participants’ opinions, and (3) operating short—term

PLC with certain themes to immerse reaching goal and satisfaction in short time,
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Figure 1. The Dialectic action research spiral

: Kemmis, S. & McTaggart, R. (2005). Participatory action research, Communicative action and the public sphere. p. 564. modified
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Table 1. Activities in the process of action research

Process

Activities

Plan

Literature review

Examining cases of PLC operation
Specific research design

Recruitment of PLC participants
Selection of PLC procedures and themes

Act

Main practice theme 1: ‘Looking in classes’

Main practice theme 2: ‘Designing classes together’

Supporting theme 1

- Determine lesson observation direction

- Learning new teaching strategies 1

- Understanding and practicing practical problem-based curriculum

- Sharing performance assessment and developing questionnaire with scaffolding

- Find alternatives to overcome class failures
- How will you teach teaching?

Reflect

A reflection on the act of PLC activities
: Individual reflection and group reflection
Intermittent interview, Individual interview

Revised Plan

Setting a new theme for the PLC

- Creating a teaching plan based on practical problem-based curriculum

- Understanding and practice of backward design
- Learning new teaching strategies 2

Discussion on how to operate the PLC

- PLC member organization

- PLC practice theme

- Operational plan of PLC activity
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Table 2. Themes and contents of PLC sessions
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Session Dates Themes Contents of PLC
1. Introduce attendees and share motivation
2. Sharing thoughts on the themes of PLC
1 2013. 05. 31. First meeting 3. Determining next theme
4

. Guidance on participation agreement and rules of the PLC

operation

Determine lesson observation direc-

tion

2 2013. 06. 06.

Looking in classes 1
(Teacher Yang)

—_

4.

. Setting the criteria for lesson observation
. Looking in classes_Class study competition (Unit-Housing mean-

ing and function)
Determining next theme
Introduction to cafes and membership registration




Session Dates Themes Contents of PLC
1. Looking in classes
3 2013. 06. 19 Looking in classes 2 (Unit-Care for the elderly, Project class presentation)
T (Teacher Lim) 2. Modify the class view frame
3. Determining next theme
1. Assign a unit for instructional design
2. Sharing thoughts on the instructional design development
direction
4 2013. 07. 11. | Designing cl together 1 .
CHIBAInNG classes fogetict 3. Determining the next task
(Making of friend problem, study, career, internet addiction,
runaway etc.)
1. Determining the flow of class design
5 2013. 07. 29. | Designing classes together 2 2. Determining the next task
: Teacher learning task (CYS-Net: Community Youth Safety-Net)
1. Sharing in-service training of PLC 1: Learning Community
. (National level)
6 2013. 08. 15. | Designing classes together 3 2. Learning content: CYS-Net
3. Case analysis presented in textbooks
1. Careful selection of making a case
7 2013. 08. 28. | Designing classes together 4 2. Preparing of student activities for practical action
3. Determining next theme
1. Careful selecting the overall flow of the designing classes
. togeth
Designing classes together 3 2 E(;(gel:orieli how to apply classes
8 2013. 09. 14. | Looking in classes 3 - SXporing PPy
(Teacher Song) 3. Looking in classes
£ (Unit-Work and family compatibility)
4. Determining next theme
. . . 1. Reflecting on PLC activity
2013. 10. 02. | Intermittent int L . .
’ 013.10..0 ftermifient mierview 2. Direction for following PLC session
N 1. Looking in classes
Looks 1 4 . . .
10 2013. 10. 23. OOKINg 1N ¢1asses . (Unit-Alternative energy in technology)
(Teacher Lim) .
2. Determining next theme
1. Sharing concerns about application of the designing classes
. together
Looks 1 5
1 2013. 11. 06, | "8 “tTZ:z;e:r Yang) 2. Looking in classes
¢ (Unit-Cooking)
3. Determining next theme
1. Sharing in-service training of PLC for master teacher 2: Learning
L Community
12 | 2013 11, 20, | Lookine m(TCiZS:;; 6Park) 2. Looking in classes
(Unit-Dietary problems of adolescents)
3. Determining next theme
. . . 1. Learning new teaching strategies
L teach: trat 1 .
13 2013. 12. 11. [Sejrmonrin“e:’he;a; g sirategies (Text-The Strategic Teacher)
pporiing 2. Determining next theme
L 1. Looking in classes
Looks 1 7 . .
14 2014, 01, 07 | ~OOKImE 1N classes (Unit- Youth welfare service)
(Teacher Sung) .
2. Determining next theme
Understanding and practicing prac- | 1. Learning a new model of learning
15 2014. 01. 27. | tical problem-based curriculum (Instructor-teacher Yoon, teacher Lim)

[Supporting theme]

2. Determining next theme_the subject of a new lecture




Session Dates Themes

Contents of PLC

3. Next assignment
(Sharing performance assessment, developing questionnaire with
scaffolding)

Sharing performance
assessment and developing
tionnaire with scaffolding
[Supporting theme]

16 2014, 02. 19, ques-

1. Introduction of performance assessment plan

2. Analyzing questionnaire with scaffolding

3. Planning a new theme for the PLC
(Leaning plan for based on practical problem-based curriculum,
backward design, new teaching strategies)

4. Planning on how to operate the PLC
(member organization, practice theme, operation of PLC activity)

Find alternatives to overcome class
failures
[Supporting theme]

17 2014. 03. 31.

1. Sharing concerns about class
(Teacher Lim, Teacher Song)

How will you teach teaching?

18 2014. 0s5. 19. [Supporting theme]

1. Sharing school work difficulties
(Teaching student teacher)
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