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A Study on Certification Methods due to Scope and Influence of
Design Changes for the Aircraft
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School of Aerospace and Mechanical Engineering, Korea Aerospace University**

ABSTRACT

A type certificate is required to ensure the safety of aircraft design. If a person is to
pursue major design change to the certified aircraft, an applicant has to apply for a
new type certificate, an amended type certificate, or a supplemental type certificate
appropriately. Design changes to be applied for a supplemental type certificate are
abstractly defined in ICAO, FAA, and EASA regulations. In this paper, authors reviewed
certification procedures regarding design changes, analysed certification examples of leading
countries, and presented the criteria to determine “major design changes not extensive” for

a supplemental type certificate.
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