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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to realize volunteer fire departments’ historical identity through a review of the transition
process from the quickening period of volunteer fire departments to the enactment of the volunteer fire department act in 2014,
establish it newly from the viewpoint of changing the basic theoretical concepts, and seek a development plan. For this, the
technical approach method was used based on the research method of literature searches. The result of the study established
the definition as ‘volunteer fire departments are legal auxiliary organizations composed by local residents who volunteer and
understand one another with their independent and voluntary will to prepare for all kinds of disasters as well as fire
suppression, rescue, and first aid.” and the installation ideology as ‘leading service organizations of safety as a form of
community involvement’, ‘resident-friendly organizational activities based on autonomous operational operation’ and ‘the
activities of supplementing their demands according to the realization of social welfare and regional conditions’. Regarding
the characteristics, the basic theoretical concept was newly established by ‘voluntary participation’, ‘social expandability’, ‘the
realization and complementation of social welfare’, and ‘professionalism and possibilities’. In addition it is expected that the
results of this study can be utilized as the basic materials in studies of volunteer fire departments in the future.
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Table 1. Present Condition of Fire-fighting Activities of Volunteer Fire Departments (2014)
Classification Total Fire suppression Lifesaving Gu.ard duty. of Educa'.[i(?n Fire publicity | Others
and first aid | precautions against fire | and training
Number of times | 254,408 13,529 4,705 20,775 21,748 57,828 135,823
Number of persons | 1,620,619 107,458 23,603 128,709 200,501 572,169 588,179
Table 2. Present Condition of Volunteer Fire Departments’ Support Activities of Service for Public Welfare (2014)

Classification Total coi:;\i:ion Traffic order ;i‘:;iz Consollizigghul;t;(;nunate Help \l:ilﬁa;:mng Others
Number of times | 113,487 19,836 5,251 3,357 7,358 4,303 73,382
Number of persons | 676,065 116,679 31,565 19,104 50,312 32,430 425,975
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Table 3. The Changing Process of the Quickening Period of the Volunteer Fire Departments

From the period of the three states to the early Joseon dynasty period

No separate fire control government offices and organizations
(The military organization is estimated to be responsible for it.)

{4
The 5th year of sejong the great’s reign (June 1423)

Executed ‘fire control conditions’
(The first government-led system that residents participated in the activities)

4
The 19th year of sejong the great’s reign (January 1437)

“The local volunteer fire control organization’ was born
(The first one of the volunteer fire departments)
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Table 4. The Changing Process of the Volunteer Fire Departments in the Latter Era of the Joseon Dynasty

February 1889

‘The volunteer fire-fighting organization’ began to be installed
(The Japanese people installed it for the purpose of protecting their fellow countrymen in international settlements)

4
1890 to the early 1900s.

Enacted and enforced the fire-fighting service regulations by the consulate rule

U
1906

Enacted and enforced the Seoul fire-fighting service regulations by the Isacheongryeong No. 1
(The previous consulate rule was rescind.)

*The Korean society also created the volunteer ‘fire-fighting’ organization at this time.
4
The 11th year of emperor gwangmu’s reign (March 1907)

‘The self-governing fire-fighting group’ was born.
(The first government-led fire-fighting organization activities were developed into regional residents’ first self-regulating
fire-fighting activities.)

Table 5. The Changing Process of the Volunteer Fire Departments in the Japanese Colonial Era

June 23, 1915

Enacted and proclaimed the basic regulations of the ‘fire-fighting service’
(The fire-fighting service regulations)

g
May 1935

As ‘the flood control group’ was installed, flood control duties were exempted from the ‘fire-fighting’ business area.

4
November 18, 1937

Enacted and proclaimed the Joseon Dynasty's enforcement ordinance of the air defence law (The war basis)

4
July 3, 1939

‘The fire-fighting service’ and ‘the flood control group’ were disbanded and integrated into ‘Gyeongbang Group’.
0
Until the Japan Collapsed on August 1945

Operated ‘Gyeongbang Group’.
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Table 6. The Changing Process of the Volunteer Fire Departments in the Transition Period After the Establishment of the Government

Since the Japan collapsed on august 1945

‘The fire department’ was reorganized
(The government policy was performed with the fire-fighting service.)

&
August 1952

‘The fire department’ was integrated into ‘The air defence group’
(The air defence group was installed in the Korean War.)

¢
July 1953 to January 1954

As ‘the militia’ was organized, ‘the air defence group’ was disbanded
(The gap of the private self-organizing fire-fighting organization)

4
January 1954

‘The volunteer fire department’ was reorganized
(New understanding of the necessity in the chaos of the Korean War)
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Table 7. The Changing Process of the Volunteer Fire Departments in the Development Period After the Establishment of the Government

March 11, 1958

Enacted the applicable Act to install volunteer fire departments
(The age of the fire-fighting Act)

4
April 1966

Flood control duties were exempted from volunteer fire department duties, air defence duties were done together,
and mobilization of labor force in time of war was exempted.

&
December 31, 1970

Reestablishment as the private auxiliary agency (Revision of the act)
4
February 8, 1973
Innovative change of the volunteer fire departments (Revision of the act)
0
1992(Wide fire-fighting) to 2014

Operated wide fire-fighting systems in cities, provinces
(The age of framework act on fire services from 2003)

¢
January 28, 2014

The independent volunteer fire department act was born
(The Act on the Establishment and Operation of Volunteer Fire Departments)
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