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Survey of Current Status of the Graveyard Lawn Maintenance in Korea
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ABSTRACT. In the current study, we surveyed the status of graveyard lawn maintenance in Korea. The lawn maintenance
information was obtained from the vicarious companies registered on the internet portal site and the Forestry Federation of Korea,
and the questionnaire investigation from Primary Agricultural Cooperatives (Nonghyup). In all provinces surveyed, individual
graves were maintained on a 66 m* (20 Pyeong) basis. The vicarious maintenance of graveyard lawn was carried out 1~5 times a
year, and the maintenance cost increased as the number of times increased. Mowing the grass around a grave (Beolcho) was
mainly done before the Korean Thanksgiving Day (Chuseok). The number of Beolcho was steadily increased from 2013 to 2015,
and the price was getting higher and higher. Gyeonggi province had the highest cost, and Jeolla had the lowest cost. Regardless of
the year, the number of orders received were higher in Gyeongnam > Gyeongbuk > Jeonnam province in order. Most of the reason
for requested Beolcho was because the client lives in the area far from the graveyard. The direction of the cemetery was very varied.
According to the survey, the all grass were zoysiagrass (Zoysia japonica), and grass coverage rate of the graves was 35.4~71.9%.
Through questionnaire investigation, the reason why the density of grass was lowered was because the periodic management of
weeds and fallen leaves was insufficient. Further research on the maintenance of graveyard in the future will be necessary.
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Table 1. Maintenance information of graveyard lawn care companies registered on internet portal sites.

No. of Private graveyard Memorial park ‘
Locati Time for
ocation company Size Price Size Price Beolcho’
(No.) (m*/grave)” (1,000 won/grave)  (m*/grave)* (1,000 won/grave)

. Chuseok” 1 week
Gyeonggi 4 66 90-150 33 30-100 or 2 weeks ago
Chungcheong 4 66 70-100 33 50 «

Jeolla 4 66 50-70 33 40 «
Gyeongsang 5 66 60-100 33 50 «

*3.3 m’ equal 1 Pyeong.
"Korean Thanksgiving Day.
“An event to trim the ancestorsgraves before Chuseok.

Table 2. Graveyard lawn maintenance times, time and price by graveyard lawn care companies.

Times

Time of graveyard lawn care

Price (1,000 won/grave)

2 May-July, Chuseok ” 1 week or 2 weeks ago

3 April-May, June~July, Chuseok 1 week or 2 weeks ago
4 March or April, May or June, July or August, Chuseok 1 week or 2 weeks ago
5 March or April, May or June, July or August, Chuseok 1 week or 2 weeks ago, Nobemver

150-200
200-500
300-500
500-800

“Korean Thanksgiving Day.

Table 3. Work contents by period in graveyard maintenance by
graveyard lawn care companies.

Time Major work contents
March or April  Maintenance of access roads, weed control
Removal of Acacia (Robinia pseudoacacia)
May or June )
tree, repair of damaged turfgrass
July or August ~ Tree maintenance

Before Chuseok! Lawn mowing before Chuseok (Beolcho”)

November Removal of leaves

YKorean Thanksgiving Day.
“An event to trim the ancestorsgraves before Chuseok.
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Table 4. Number of graveyard and price of lawn mowing (Beolcho®) by National Forestry Cooperative Federation from 2013 to
2015.

2013 2014 2015
Location No. of Price Price No. of Price Price No. of Price Price
grave (1,000 won) (1,000 won/ grave (1,000 won) (1,000 won/ grave (1,000 won) (1,000 won/

grave) grave) grave)
Gyeonggi 1,370 115,657 84 1,415 119,822 85 1,495 145,034 97
Kangwon 1,415 103,642 73 1,503 109,508 73 1,726 132,139 77
Chungcbuk 1,124 84,277 75 1,179 86,916 74 1,141 89,825 79
Chungcnam 937 77,769 83 656 49,755 76 1,053 72,193 69
Jeonbuk 2,303 120,734 52 3,532 197,679 56 2,471 143,795 58
Jeonnam 2,580 162,309 63 3,013 175,017 58 3,425 202,663 59
Gyeongbuk 3,642 249,834 69 4,057 293,090 72 4,389 318,117 72
Gyeongnam 7,175 509,981 71 6,757 514,379 76 7,803 565,863 73
Cheju 146 9,965 68 159 11,650 73 153 10,815 71
Total 20,692 1,434,168 69 22,271 1,557,816 70 23,656 1,680,444 71

“An event to trim the ancestorsgraves before Chuseok.

Table 5. Number of graveyard and price of lawn mowing (Beolcho®) by Primary Agricultural Cooperatives (PAC) (Nonghyup).

2013 2014 2015
Location No. of No. of (1,01(3)2(;011 / No.of Price (1,000 No. of (1,01(3)3(;3011 )

grave grave) grave won/grave) grave grave)
Gyeonggi 3 73 10-20 79 10-13 109 10-13
Kangwon 3 39 8-10 77 5-10 50 10
Chungcheong 2 80 5-15 60 5-15 70 5-15
Jeonla 10 467 5-9 524 5-10 542 5-10
Gyeongsang 14 1,580 5-10 1,689 5-10 1,690 5-10
Cheju 2 238 5-50 238 5-60 295 5-60
Total 34 2477 - 2,667 - 2,756 -
“An event to trim the ancestorsgraves before Chuseok.
of Wi deteel JALErt diid e wokd 2d3tel £ vk AR AEAE BF AR Fo] ERuEs dths
8 Yolor AZPH Aoz EAHn SHE OF 10%0]] o]=7] wiZo] Mz el digh -7}

THTGoNE 2 Uiy 22Oz A A et AoR YEg

ddolehs 7195 AAst 2 defEdold Ade T 4 A9 9 BA #we] FAE 2A] AJEls Table 63 2
of =gl AUt sHAIRE T sHER b 27} o ‘3} A Ee B2 HE] FAER S22 T, 24, ¥
27] gizo] ¥ iy J82 2 sHlA Bt EollA 2 Aol Kol A= Uehith 322 U
193 vgat2] 129 AEate] HxE sopglon, 2 HX]‘:HE w3 ZFolsthalet. ZH]l HAJ] A 197
gatalo] Y& A9 w8 &% JdF, sABIU, AR 3257 vefR HFe R 2AHUN o)l T2 4
S9UET Aoke shof AAlsktt. B2 Rl AW ¢ AV Ede AST] o AN AAleA] 52 dds)
240 3 E718 dF 9AA sk Aol diREoldAl o ARt AFeEa Al FAlElel 23] 1



134

Table 6. Graveyard lawn care status of each province, and private and public graves before Korean Chuseok.”

Direction of grave

Plant Turfgrass

Location or owner Nr(;'v(;f ©) height (mm) coverage rate (%) "l;uifcgizsxs
& (mean)” (mean) (mean) P
Province Gveonegi 4 78-346 59-61.3 11.3-93.8 Zoysia japonica,
yeongs (277.5+66.5)" (20.1+13.7) (54.4+17.1) hybrid zoysiagrass
Kanewon ; 107-114 46.0-80.8 28.8-78.8 .,
& (112.7+3.0) (59.5+10.8) (45.8+16.5)
Chunecheon 5 1-48 33.0-55.3 17.5-88.8 ,
geheong (30.249.2) (43.7+4.3) (45.7+13.7)
Jeolla 5 1,3 58.0,62.5 70.0,73.8 .,
(2.01,0) (60.32.3) (71.9+1.9)
Greonesan . 91-335 32.5-62.0 12.5-81.3 B
yeongsang (250.379.7) (49.3+3.6) (53.8+21.0)
Jeiu . 50-313 6.3-89.5 1.3-98.8 "
) (241.2240.5) (43.1£12.4) (35.4£17.0)
Owner  Private o 1-325 17.3-62.5 3.0-88.8 B
(112.1£39.2) (50.04.5) (44.319.9)
. 16-346 5.9-89.5 1.3-98.8 ;
Public 10 (206.2%37.0) (39.1£7.5) (48.949.6)
"Korean Thanksgiving Day.

“Measuring direction based on gravestone.
*Lee et al. (2013).
"Data + Standard error.

“National cemetery, public graveyard, and graveyard located at historic sites.
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