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Analysis of the Utility of Emoticons as a Communication Tool
Park Chanik

{Abstract)

In this study, we learned about the emergence of on-line communications originating from
peoseuteol Computer Communications, the limitations of online communication, and the
definition, traits and development of emoticons that serve as complementary roles, such as
emotion and status.

After analyzing various literacture and references, it was found that the emoticons
functioned as a function of communicating the visual language of the digital era and
communicating more sensitively to emotional factors.

In a multimedia environment, emoticons are developed at a more advanced stage as the
users’ own icons due to a stronger tendency to pursue particularity and uniqueness. It is
expected that eomotions added with multimedia functions will be more popular and vary in
type. However, although the diversification of emotions as a commercial tool is already
actively progressing, there appears a reverse effect in which an excessive use of emoticons is
considered insincere in online communications.

In such a background, research should be conducted that can support a systematic and
effective development of emoticons through visual research rather than producing
multimedia emoticons indiscreetly.

Key Words : Digital Communication, Expressing Emotions, Emoticons
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