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[Abstract]

This study aims to examine heterogeneous acculturation patterns of elite North Korean female defectors in South Korea. The
study employed a synthetic comparative analysis. A series of in-depth interviews with 5 North Korean female defectors in South
Korea were conducted. In addition, the research team implemented 20 open-ended surveys with other defectors. Through this
study, we have found various types of cultural adaptation in the group of the elite North Korean women in South Korea. The
study findings imply that it is imperative to establish national policies that support different types of North Korean defectors.
Putting all North Koreans into one category might result in alienation and discrimination to some groups. Thus how the
participants reframed their social identify in South Korea illuminates essential facets of human-right education, especially education

for refugees and immigrants in different global and multi-cultural contexts.
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Table 1. Classification and Treatment of North Korean
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