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Objective: The purpose of this study was to identify the longitudinal relationship between child
maltreatment and adolescent suicidal ideation. Several studies suggest that child maltreatment is
associated with adolescent suicidal ideation. However, these studies have not focused on the
duration of child maltreatment.

Methods: Participants were 420 adolescents (52.6% male; 47.4% female) involved in the Korea
Welfare Panel Study. Data were collected via youth self-report in 2006, 2009, and 2012. A self-
report assessment of children and youths’ experiences of physical, emotional, or neglect had been
surveyed longitudinally. Questionnaires on adolescent suicidal ideation were answered in 2012. A
growth mixture model and multiple regression were conducted using Mplus 5.21.

Results: The study results showed that 93.5% of the children had experienced no maltreatment;
6.5% had experienced increasing maltreatment longitudinally. The trajectory of increasing
maltreatment was positively associated with adolescent suicidal ideation.

Conclusion: These results show that children suffering from chronic maltreatment are subject to a
high risk of suicide and therefore require continuous supervision and management.
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Table 1
Descriptive Statistics for All Study Variables
Mean (SD) Min Max
Variables Frequency (%)
Child gender Male 221 (52.6 )
Female 199 (47.4 )
Child age 9 19 ( 4.5)
10 154 (36.7 )
11 148 (35.2 )
12 99 (23.6 )
Father’s educational level High school or lower 220 (52.4 )
College or higher 130 (31.0 )
Mother’s educational level High school or lower 290 (69.0 )
College or higher 76 (17.6 )
Poverty Welfare recipients 1(12.1)
None 369 (87.9 )
Family structure Two parents 534 (77.6 )
Single parent 94 (224 )
Child maltreatment 1st wave 0.12 ( 0.19) 0.00 1.60
4th wave 0.17 ( 0.34) 0.00 250
7th wave 0.15 ( 0.33) 0.00 1.88
Child psychological factors Suicidal ideation 2.11 ( 4.40) 0.00 30.00
Depression/anxiety 4.52 ( 4.28) 0.00 21.00
Aggression 4.50 ( 4.68) 0.00 23.00
Self-esteem 25.60 ( 5.66) 8.00 39.00
Family factors Father’s age 42.35 ( 4.59) 29.00 60.00
Mother’s age 38.93 ( 4.18) 28.00 55.00
Family conflict 3.75 ( 2.95) 0.00 17.00
Norte. N = 420.
Table 2
Estimated Trajectory of Child Maltreatment
Intercept (SE) Slope (SE)

0.124 (0.010)**
0.023 (0.009)**

Child maltreatment Means

Variances

0.006 (0.003)F
0.002 (0.001)*

tp<.10. *p < .05. *p < .01.
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Table 3
Model Fit Indices of Child Maltreatment Latent Class Growth Analysis
Fit index
Number of latent profiles AIC BIC LMRT Entropy
1 263.46 295.78 — —
2 -48.25 -3.81 317.71* 0.98
3 -221.33 -164.77 179.08 0.97
*p<.05.
Table 4
Estimated Profiles of Child Maltreatment
Class 1 Class 2
Profile type Intercept (SE) Slope (SE) Intercept (SE) Slope (SE)
Child maltreatment 0.117 (0.009)** -0.007 (0.003)* 0.213 (0.072)** 0.164** (0.017)
N (%) 392 (93.5%) 27 (6.5%)
*p<.05 *p<.01.
Table 5
Relationship Between Child Maltreatment and Suicidal Ideation
B SE § t
Intercept -2.66 3.55 -0.75
Child maltreatment 2.37* 1.08 0.11 2.19
(increasing maltreatment = 1)
Aggression 0.13* 0.06 0.12 1.98
Self-esteem 0.01 0.05 0.01 0.24
Depression/anxiety 0.16* 0.07 0.15 2.25
Child age 0.41 0.27 0.08 1.52
Child gender (boy = 1) -1.22* 0.48 -0.13 -2.55
Mother’s education level -0.06 0.26 -0.01 -0.25
Single parent -0.79 0.82 -0.05 -0.95
Welfare recipients 2.07* 1.01 0.12 2.05
Family conflict -0.10 0.08 -0.07 -1.27
F 4.46**
R 11
Adjusted R* .09
Note. N = 420.

*p<.05. %p< .0l
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