U 3HFA R-EoFe 3] A, A33d A2E, 2017, pp.35-38
Korean Journal of Head & Neck Oncology, Vol.33, No.2

http://doi.org/10.21593/kjhno/2017.33.2.35
ISSN 1229-5183(Print) / ISSN 2586-2553(Online)

¥

o

Fbol &

o=

= Abstract =

and improve understanding of this type of tumor.

A Case of Lingual Nerve Neurilemmoma in the Submandibular Space

Taehoon Kim, MD, Dongbin Ahn, MD*

Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery, School of Medicine, Kyungpook National University, Daegu, Korea

Neurilemmomas are benign tumors originating from Schwann cells, and may occur in various nerves; however,
they rarely originate from the lingual nerve. When a lingual nerve neurilemmoma develops in the submandibular
space, it can be challenging to diagnose it preoperatively, and this tumor can be misdiagnosed as a usual sub-
mandibular gland tumor owing to the rarity and a lack of knowledge about lingual nerve neurilemmomas. Therefore,
it is important to consider neurilemmoma in the differential diagnosis in cases where the characteristics of the
tumor do not correspond with the typical findings of submandibular gland tumors, in order to avoid inadvertent
sacrifice of the nerve because of incorrect diagnosis of a salivary gland tumor. Herein, we report a lingual nerve
neurilemmoma in the submandibular space, along with a literature review, to highlight the clinical significance
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Fig. 1A. Ultrasonography shows a well-circumscribed, hypo-
echoic mass (asterisk) in the submandibular space. SMG: sub-
mandibular gland.

Fig. 1B. Computed tomography of the neck reveals a wel-de-
fined, hypodense mass in the right submandibular space with
different intensities in the central and peripheral portions.
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Fig. 2. Intraoperative findings demonstrate that the well-cap-
sulated mass (asterisk) has a separated boundary from the
submandibular gland (SMG), but is connected to the lingual
nerve (arow heads), suggesting a neurilemmoma originating
from the lingual nerve.

Fig. 3. Gross photograph of the specimen shows a well-en-

capsulated yellowish mass.
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