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ABSTRACT

Background: We investigated the impact of financial compensation on patients’ decision of participation in clinical trials and the
related factors with patients’ attitudes and considerations, Methods: A survey questionnaire was placed from October 31 to
November 16, 2017 to the subjects who were enrolled in the trials of chronic diseases. Patients’ socio—demographic characteristics
were collected and the potential reasons for participating in the trials were assessed using 5—likert scores, Results: Sixty eight of
110 respondents (61.8%) indicated to participate clinical trials regardless of financial compensation, The differences were found
between patients who were unwilling to participate without compensation and those who were willing to participate regardless of
compensation in mean ages (43,9 years vs, 52.0 years, p¢{0.05), marital status (married, 47.6% vs 79.4%, p<0.01), religions (yes,
45.2% vs 67.6%, p{0.05) and monthly income (=3 million won, 19.0% vs 45.6%, p{0.01). The potential reasons for participation in the
trials between two groups were doctor’s suggestion (52,4% vs, 77.9%, p{0.01), the expectation of health improvement (54.8% vs,
73.5%, p<0.05), the types and numbers of procedure (33.3% vs. 16.2%, p{0.05) and the duration of clinical trials (59.5% vs. 27.9%,
p=0.001). In regression analysis, the monthly income of = 3 million won (odd ratio, OR=3,221, p=0.026,) and the duration of trials
(OR=0.290, p=0.017) were related to the group with the willingness to participate regardless of compensation, Conclusion: This
stady showed that more than half of study subjects would participate in the clinical trials of chronic diseases regardless of financial
compensation,
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Table 1. The characteristics of questionnaire respondents.

Numbers of
respondents

Age (meantSD) 49.5£15.5
Age (years)

20< <35 26 (22.0%)

35< <45 17 (14.4%)

45< <55 20 (16.9%)

55< <65 34 (28.8%)

> 65 21 (17.8%)
Sex (male) 74 (62.7%)
Experiences of clinical trial
participation

First time 67 (56.8%)

> Second time 51 (43.2%)
Level of education

Elementary school or less 4 (3.4%)

Middle school or less 12 (10.2%)

High school or less 34 (28.8%)

College (2 years) or less 11 (9.3%)

University (4 years) or less 43 (36.4%)

Graduate school or more 14 (11.9%)
Marital status

Single 36 (29.5%)

Married 73 (61.9%)

Others') 9 (7.4%)
Residence

Seoul 84 (71.2%)

Gyeonggi-do 21 (17.8%)

Others 13 (11.0%)

Religion (Y) 71 (60.2%)
Working hours
None 59 (50.0%)
1-17 hrs per week 8 (6.8%)
18-35 hrs per week 7 (5.9%)
Over 36 hrs per week 44 (37.3%)
Occupation (Y) 59 (50.0%)
Occupation
Unemployed 36 (30.5%)
Office work 16 (13.6%)
Housewife 15 (12.7%)
Service 15 (12.7%)
Specidlized profession 11 (9.3%)
Student 8 (6.8%)
Sales 5 (4.2%)
Technical post 4 (3.4%)
Others? 8 (6.8%)
Monthly income
None 23 (19.5%)
<2 million won 16 (13.6%)
2< <3 milion won 38 (32.2%)
3< <4 milion won 16 (13.6%)
4< <5 million won 10 (8.5%)
>5 million won 15 (12.7%)
Accompanying chronic disease (Y) 42 (35.6%)
Accompanying chronic disease’
None 76 (64.4%)
Hypertension 20 (17.0%)
Diabetes 8 (6.8%)
Chronic kidney disease 8 (6.8%)
Arteriosclerosis 2 (1.7%)
Osteoporosis 2 (1.7%)
Others* 12 (10.2%)

" Include divorced, widow or widower, separated

2 Include labor, soldier, public official and others

3 Multiple Responses

4 Include rheumatoid arthritis, chronic lung disease, chronic gastro-
enteritis, efc.
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Table 2. Basic characteristics of patients with willingness to par-
ficipate by monetary benefit.

Unwiling to Wiling to
participate participate
without regardless of
compensation compensation
(n=42) (n=68)
Age (meanzSD)* 43.9£17.0 52.0£14.0
Age (years)*
20< <44 22 (52.4%) 20 (29.4%)
> 45 20 (47.6%) 48 (70.6%)
Sex (Male) 26 (61.9%) 44 (64.7%)
Experiences of clinical trial
participation
First time 20 (47.6%) 42 (61.8%)
> Second fime 22 (52.4%) 26 (38.2%)
Level of education
High school or less 20 (47.6%) 24 (35.3%)
College degree or higher 22 (52.4%) 44 (64.7%)
Marital status**
Single 22 (52.4%) 4 (20.6%)
Married or others') 20 (47.6%) 4 (79.4%)
Residence
Seoul 34 (81.0%) 4 (64.7%)
Gyeonggi-do or others 8 (19.0%) 24 (35.3%)
Religion (Y)* 19 (45.2%) 6 (67.6%)
Occupation (Y) 20 (47.6%) 6 (52.9%)
Working hours
Part time 26 (61.9%) 42 (61.8%)
Full time 16 (38.1%) 26 (38.2%)
Monthly income**
< 3 million won 34 (81.0%) 7 (54.4%)
> 3 milion won 8 (19.0%) 1 (45.6%)
Accompanying 12 (28.6%) 7 (39.7%)

chronic disease (Y)

Statistical significance test was done by t-test and chi-square test.
* p<0.05, ** p<0.01
" Include divorced, widow or widower, separated
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Table 3. Patient’s considerations to the decision of the participation in clinical trial by monetary benefit.

Unwiling to participate without
compensation (n=42)

Wiling to participate regardiess
of compensation(n=68)

Interest of clinical trial topic (Y) 22 (52.4%) 47 (69.1%)
Reliability of the hospital (Y) 26 (61.9%) 47 (69.1%)
Doctor's suggestion (Y)* 22 (52.4%) 53 (77.9%)
Expectation of health improvement (Y)* 23 (54.8%) 50 (73.5%)
Disease management (Y) 25 (59.5%) 47 (69.1%)
Approved drug or newly developed drug (Y) 25 (59.5%) 34 (50.0%)
Possibility of taking placebo (Y) 9 (21.4%) 13 (19.1%)
Information about adverse event (Y) 11 (26.2%) 20 (29.4%)
Compensation in case of adverse event (Y) 9 (21.4%) 4 (20.6%)
Type and number of procedure (Y)* 4 (33.3%) 11 (16.2%)
Recommendation from closely related individuals (Y) 7 (16.7%) 16 (23.5%)
Contribution to medical advancement (Y) 9 (45.2%) 38 (55.9%)
Duration of clinical trial period (Y)** 25 (59.5%) 19 (27.9%)
Total number of visits (Y) 17 (40.5%) 17 (25.0%)

Results are presented as number and percentage

Statistical significance test was done by chi-square test. * p<0.05, ** p=0.001

Table 4. Logistic regression results for willingness to participate by monetary benefit.

B S.E Wald dF P value OR

Age 0.012 0.024 0.226 1 0.635 1.012
Marital status (maried or others') 0.395 0.857 0.212 1 0.645 1.484
Religion (Y) 0.443 0.485 0.835 1 0.361 1.557
Monthly income ( = 3 million won) 1.170 0.526 4.945 1 0.026 3.221
Doctor's suggestion 0.989 0.572 2.988 1 0.084 2.688
Expectation of health improvement 0.026 0.589 0.002 1 0.965 1.027
Type and number of procedure -0.419 0.605 0.481 1 0.488 0.657
Duration of clinical trial period -1.237 0.521 5.648 1 0.017 0.290
Constant -1.006 0.923 1.188 1 0.276 0.366

B=p coefficient; S.E.=standard error of B coefficient; Wald=Wald statistics; dF=degree of freedom; OR=odds ratio

! Include divorced, widow or widower, separated
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