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ABSTRACT

This research was to elucidate the generation method of daily precipitation data from monthly data.
We applied a combined method of Markov chain and gamma distribution function using 4 specific
parameters of a, B, p(W/W) and p(W/D) for generation of daily rainfall data using daily precipitation
data for the past 30 years which were collected from the country’s 23 meteorological offices. Four
parameters, applied to use for the combination method, were calculated by maximum likelihood
method in location of 23 sites. There are high correlations of 0.99, 0.98 and 0.98 in rainfall days,
rainfall probability and mean amount of daily rainfall between measured and simulated data in case
of those parameters. In case of using parameters estimated from monthly precipitation, correlation
coefficients in rainfall days, rainfall probability and mean amount of daily rainfall are 0.84, 0.83 and
0.96, respectively. We concluded that a combination method with parameter estimation from monthly
precipitation data can be applied, in practical purpose such as assessment of climate change in
agriculture and water resources, to get daily precipitation data in Korea.
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p(W) : probability of a wet day during a month
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Table 1. Basic information of data collection sites where weather stations are operated by Korea Meteorological
Administration

Name Latitude (°) Longitude (°) Altitude (m) Annual Precipitation (mm)
Busan 35.1 129.03 69.2 1519
Cheongju 36.64 127.44 56.4 1239
Chuncheon 37.9 127.74 76.8 1347
Chupungnyeong 36.22 127.99 240.9 1187
Daegu 35.89 128.62 57.3 1064
Daegwallyeong 37.69 128.76 842.5 1821
Daejeon 36.37 127.37 62.6 1372
Gangneung 37.75 128.89 26.1 1464
Gunsan 35.99 126.71 25.6 1223
Gwangju 35.17 126.89 74.5 1391
Incheon 37.48 126.62 69 1234
Jeju 33.51 126.53 19.9 1498
Jeonju 35.82 127.15 61 1313
Jinju 35.21 128.12 213 1506
Mokpo 34.82 126.38 37.4 1164
Pohang 36.03 129.38 1.3 1152
Seogwipo 33.25 126.57 50.4 1923
Seosan 36.77 126.5 25.2 1286
Seoul 37.57 126.97 85.5 1450
Sokcho 38.25 128.56 22.9 1402
Suwon 37.27 126.99 345 1312
Tongyeong 34.85 128.44 30.8 1428

Ulsan 35.56 129.32 34.6 1277
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Fig. 1. Comparison of probability of rainfall occurrence
(A) and rainfall amount (B) in a month using parameters
of maximum likelihood method from measured data at
23 observation sites in Korea during 1981~2010.
Occurrence and amount of daily rainfalls was simulated
by a combination method of Markov chain and gamma
distribution function.
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Fig. 2. Relationship between monthly rainfall and
probability of rainfall days in a month means (A), and
between logarithm of monthly rainfall and mean
amount of daily rainfall (B), and scale parameter ([3) in
gamma distribution function for rainfall simulation (C)
with 23 observation sites in Korea.
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Table 2. Monthly parameters for Markov chain analysis at 23 observation sites in Korea. p(W) represents probability
ofrain occurrence in a day during a given month. p(W/W), and p(W/D) indicate consecutive occurrence of rainfall and
rainfall occurrence after dry days in days in a given month, respectively. All parameter values calculated by maximum
likelihood method using observation data of 1981 ~2010

Site name Parameter Month
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
p(W) 018 020 027 029 030 034 044 037 030 017 018 0.13
Busan P(W/W) 038 043 036 042 046 052 066 058 0.53 036 034 037
p(W/D) 013 .0.14 024 024 ..024 024 026 025 020 013 0.14  0.10
p(W) 026 023 028 026 028 031 0.51 046 029 021 028  0.29
Cheongju P(W/W) 0.41 042 041 0.43 046 048 062  0.61 0.50 039 038 041
p(W/D) 0.21 0.17....0.23 0.20 ..0.21 023 ..040 033 0.21 0.16...0.24 025
p(W) 022 020 025 024 029 033 050 044 026 0.19 025 0.24
Chuncheon P(W/W) 028 034 033 037 042 048 0.61 0.61 0.45 034 033 033
p(W/D) 020 .0.17...0.23 020 .024 025 040 031 020 .016 .023 021
p(W) 028 025 031 026 028 032 0.51 047 031 0.19 026 027
Chupungnyeong  p(W/W) 045 044 046 041 044 049 065 066 054 039 038 041
p(W/D) 0.21 0.19 ..0.25 .02l 022 .024 036 ..031 0.21 0.15...022 022
p(W) 015 0.17 024 025 028 031 046 041 0.31 0.16 0.16 0.14
Daegu p(W/W) 034 041 036 037 042 044 064 058 055 030 031 0.30
p(W/D) 0.11 0.12...0.20 021 022 .025 031 029 .020 014 013 0.11
p(W) 033 033 038 032 036 043 058 057 041 028 033 030
Daegwallyeong  p(W/W) 046 048 053 046 053 058 069 0.69 0.6l 039 043 037
p(W/D) 0.27....025 .030 026 027 031 042 .041 0.27...0.24 028 027
p(W) 027 024 029 026 028 032 052 048 029 020 027 030
Daejeon p(W/W) 040 043 043 0.41 044 052 066 065 052 036 035 045
p(W/D) 022 ..0.18 023 0.20 ..0.21 023 ..037 .032 020 016 024 023
p(W) 0.19 021 029 027 030 036 050 050 036 023 023 0.15
Gangneung p(W/W) 049 045 046 040 047 052 065 0.64 058 041 0.46  0.39
p(W/D) 012 .0.14 022 022 023 027 036 036 024 018 0.16  0.10
p(W) 034 025 028 025 027 030 046 042 029 020 0.31 0.35
Gunsan P(W/W) 052 045 043 039 046 048 063  0.61 0.51 033 041 0.51
p(W/D) 025 ...0.19 ..022 020 020 022 031 028 .020 017 026 . 0.26
p(W) 036 029 031 029 030 034 050 048 032 022 029 032
Gwangju P(W/W) 053 049 047 044 047 053 065 062 050 039 042 051
p(W/D) 0.26....0.21 0.23 0.23 023 .025 .035 ..035 023 0.17....0.24 023
p(W) 0.21 0.17 022 024 028 031 048 040 027 020 027 023
Incheon P(W/W) 029 030 031 0.41 044 048 063 060 046 036 035 030
p(W/D) 019 .0.14 019 018 022 023 035 027 020 016 024 021
p(W) 0.41 033 036 032 033 038 040 043 0.35 023 030 035
Jeju P(W/W) 054 047 051 048 049 057 064 066 054 042 048 0.53
p(W/D) 032026 .028 025 026 ..026 024 026 025 0.17....022 025
p(W) 030 025 033 028 030 035 0.51 0.50  0.31 022 029 030
Jeonju p(W/W) 046 045 049 043 045 051 066 0.64 0.3 037 040 042
p(W/D) 023 .0.19 ..025 022 023 026 035 037 021 0.17....0.25 ..025
p(W) 015 0.18 025 029 030 034 045 042 032 016 017 0.13
Jinju p(W/W) 035 041 038 041 044 053 064 0.63 0.55 030 032 030
p(W/D) 0.11 013020 .024 023 024 030 027 021 013 ..0.14 . 0.10
p(W) 037 031 0.31 027 030 034 043 040 029 021 027 033
Mokpo p(W/W) 0.57 049 046 041 049 055 066 057 047 039 042 053
p(W/D) 026 .022 025 022 022 023 026 029 021 0.16 ..0.22 023
p(W) 0.17 020 028 026 028 031 043 041 0.35 0.21 0.18  0.14
Pohang p(W/W) 045 045 038 039 045 045 062 059 054 040 039 040
p(W/D) 012 ..0.14 024 021 022 .025 .029 028  0.25 0.16 ...0.14  0.10
p(W) 033 0.3l 036 034 034 042 046 046 033 020 024 026
Seogwipo P(W/W) 049 045 047 047 048 060 0.67 0.63 0.53 038 040 041
p(W/D) 025 ..024 .029 .028 027 029 028 031 0.23 0.15 ...0.19 .0.21
p(W) 030 023 023 024 027 030 049 044 028 022 031 0.37
Seosan P(W/W) 047 043 033 0.41 042 049 0.6l 0.61 0.50 037 041 0.50
p(W/D) 023 .0.17 .020 019 021 022 .037 . .030 .019 017 .027 029
p(W) 0.21 0.19 024 025 029 032 052 047 029 020 028 024
Seoul P(W/W) 030 032 035 043 042 046 067 064 045 037 034 030
p(W/D) 0.19 ..0.15 .021 0.19 .024 025 .037 ..032 023 0.16..0.26._ 022
p(W) 019 022 028 026 029 037 050 049 036 024 024 0.16
Sokcho P(W/W) 0.51 046 043 039 047 051 064 060 057 040 044 041
p(W/D) 0.11 0.15...022 021 022 .029 037 ..038 024 019 018  0.11
p(W) 023 020 025 0.25 028 030 050 046 028 020 028 026
Suwon p(W/W) 036 036 034 044 043 048 062 062 048 036 036 034
p(W/D) 020 .0.16 .022 019 022 023 038 032 020 016 025 024
p(W) 0.17  0.19 026 030 031 034 047 036 028 016 0.18 0.13
Tongyeong p(W/W) 039 042 040 043 046 057 067 056 048 035 032 0.34
p(W/D) 012 ..0.14 ..0.21 024 .024 ..022 029 024 021 0.13....0.15 .0.09
p(W) 017 020 026 027 030 032 044 039 033 0.18 0.16 0.13
Ulsan p(W/W) 039 045 038 039 045 051 063 058 053 033 040 036
p(W/D) 012 014 022 023 023 023 028 027 023 015 0.2 0.09
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Table 3. Monthly parameters (a, 3) for gamma distribution functions of 23 observation sites in Korea. All parameter
values calculated by maximum likelihood method using observation data of 1981 ~2010

Site name Parameter Month
Jan  Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Busan a 062 061 063 059 053 053 049 051 048 051 057 0.56

B 10.16 13.45 15.13 24.71 31.53 37.14 47.58 43.17 35.18 22.00 14.70 9.75

Cheongju a 064 0.66 0.61 062 060 052 055 055 059 055 062 0.67
B 497 638 892 1348 17.32 29.13 32.08 36.74 27.20 13.83 8.78 4.17

Chuncheon a 067 0.63 0.64 0.67 061 056 051 056 050 066 0.69 0.68
B 446 598 832 12.69 18.66 21.72 48.50 41.29 3948 1129 820 4.16

Chupungnyeong a 061 0.63 0.68 0.62 0.65 054 061 054 053 059 065 0.65
B 465 691 7.55 1391 1491 2729 29.99 3121 27.50 1242 7.80 4.46

Daegu a 064 073 070 064 065 055 055 053 051 060 064 0.60

B 7.16 7.41 921 1245 1421 27.63 2850 34.60 29.18 11.04 955 595

Daegwallyeong a 050 060 064 064 052 053 053 050 049 049 056 0.55
B 11.78 8.09 10.15 13.24 20.35 25.81 37.04 44.01 46.72 2742 13.12 6.67

Daejeon a 055 059 064 063 059 054 053 056 056 057 063 0.62
B 635 846 934 1497 19.13 31.66 37.20 3730 3140 13.84 876 4.82

Gangneung a 0.57 0.60 0.72 0.57 052 053 050 047 050 048 0.55 0.60
B 16.70 12.76 10.84 14.54 17.91 20.01 31.24 40.43 43.81 32.51 20.54 14.18

Gunsan a 0.73 056 0.61 0.62 057 051 054 055 051 063 063 0.74
B 394 795 879 1558 18.07 32.41 3586 35.70 29.73 12.07 8.78 4.25

Gwangju a 062 0.60 0.63 0.60 0.57 052 051 054 049 056 0.64 0.67
B 539 881 10.12 15.18 18.17 32.47 38.83 37.03 31.60 12.21 848 4.97

Incheon a 069 0.63 0.61 0.69 054 051 050 052 047 063 0.66 0.71
B 457 630 996 11.49 21.12 22.68 4246 43.81 39.72 13.76 9.15 3.75

Jeju a 062 0.61 0.69 0.66 0.60 057 048 049 045 051 057 0.69

B 836 995 1142 13.64 15.52 2694 39.61 39.88 4551 2249 11.75 6.39

Jeonju a 069 0.61 0.68 0.63 0.65 050 056 058 051 059 066 0.72

B 509 843 7.79 14.40 15.17 31.50 33.80 30.88 27.54 13.71 833 4.63

Jinju a 075 059 0.66 055 057 050 053 053 046 057 063 0.56

B 897 13.78 1436 23.47 2490 38.61 42.63 43.84 40.02 1647 12.24 8.50

Mokpo a 070 0.59 0.59 061 056 050 049 054 047 054 061 0.68
B 412 7.51 1047 13.47 16.84 3294 36.21 28.97 3523 1338 845 424

Pohang a 071 0.70 0.65 0.59 059 053 053 051 047 054 060 0.56
B 9.65 939 10.77 14.58 16.50 27.30 28.58 35.50 34.32 1240 12.02 10.73

Seogwipo a 0.59 052 0.60 052 053 056 049 055 047 049 055 055
B 10.03 15.52 19.70 31.79 36.30 38.04 44.26 37.70 40.61 27.05 17.36 10.09

Seosan a 0.69 0.61 0.63 058 055 048 047 048 051 056 0.68 0.77
B 445 6.20 1050 16.19 23.39 30.73 38.47 44.70 37.18 13.80 8.63 3.51

Seoul a 0.70 0.58 0.60 0.64 0.55 054 051 052 046 067 067 0.72

B 452 746 10.65 12.89 21.22 24.77 47.72 47.82 4031 1226 9.02 4.04

Sokcho a 0.66 0.61 0.68 0.59 049 051 049 049 047 052 055 054
B 11.57 1148 9.79 13.71 21.51 19.84 32.45 39.43 4420 23.45 18.97 14.57

Suwon a 070 060 062 064 056 051 050 052 051 060 0.66 0.67
B 441 641 10.18 1234 19.93 26.94 46.09 40.84 34.51 14.12 8.56 4.00

Tongyeong a 0.68 063 061 061 054 054 052 054 051 055 056 0.57
B 8.64 1270 16.54 22.35 30.45 36.25 3831 37.72 31.39 18.55 14.15 9.24

Ulsan a 0.65 061 064 061 054 051 052 051 049 051 060 0.61

B 10.01 11.00 12.82 17.86 21.75 34.38 33.40 38.62 33.66 18.55 1348 9.63
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Fig. 3. Comparison of measured and simulated
probabilities of rainfall days (A), and mean amount of
rainfall in a rainy day (B) in a month using parameters
from monthly rainfall data only at 23 observation sites
in Korea during 1981 ~2010. Occurrence and amount
of daily rainfalls was simulated by a combination
method of Markov chain and gamma distribution
function.
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Table 4. Number of data-sets from 276 data-sets of daily precipitation generation trials, which showed different
distribution from measured data-sets for a month. Goodness-of-fit between generated and measured data-sets was
tested by two sample Kolmogorov-Smirnov analysis method. Comparison was performed with two periods of

1981-2010 and 2011-2015

Period Calibration Number with different distribution data-sets (%)
1981-2010 calibrated 2.27 (0.82)
non-calibrated 8.07 (2.92)
2011-2015 calibrated 0.00 (0.00)

non-calibrated

0.03 (0.01)
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