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Abstract

The main purpose of this research is to consider educational environment,

concept, and spatial organization and its

characteristic based on the early 20th century European child-centered educational philosophy.

For this process, the study of the following have been done :

1) Literature review, which includes educational ideology,

perspective of child development of Maria Montessori, Rudolf Steiner, Peter Peterson, and Celestin Freinet. 2) Comparisons of

spatial organization and classrooms of schools operated with the educational philosophy of mentioned philosophers from above.

These schools have classrooms(or multi-purpose space near classroom) contained self-directed individual learning space, group

and collaborative learning space, and training space of practical life. These configuration of learning space intended 1) learning based on

individual child’s interest, experience 2) developing of responsibility based on freedom 3) sociality and community spirit of children.
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Table 1. Compare of the physical environment and the condition of the school and classroom by Child-centered education Philosophy

Montessori School

Free Waldorf School

Jenaplan School

Freinet School

School Image
Classroom Image

Sensory training and
Practical life training place
according to child

A community space that
evokes the mental and
artistic character of the

Educational environment for
improving children’s
individual learning and
sociality and community life

Small village and
‘Workshop for training

development child ClassFamily Gr children’s life
(Prepared Environment) Warm shelter ass: army oup
Classroom: Living Room
Grade of class child Mixed Grade Same Grade Mixed Grade(3 years) Mixed Grade

Class Size

about 30-40student

35-40student

30student

Within 25student

Main learning method

Individualized Learning

simultaneous class
Individualized and group
Learning

Individualized and group
Learning

Individualized and group
Learning

Teacher’s role
(appellation and image)

Director(Guider)

A teacher with authority

group leader

Teacher

Connection between
Classroom and Other
Space

Outside: Breeding of animals
and plants and farming
inside : Personal and group
corner, public space

Garden rather than
playground

outside : Terrace
inside : Open space

Outside :Breeding of
animals and plants and
farming
inside : Open space(living
room)

Classroom type

Rectangular, Articulated type,
L-type

Different grades per
grade(a breakaway from
rectangular)

mainly rectangular type

Desk arrangement

Single desk or Group desk
by teacher

according to four kinds
of substrates(After
teacher’s observation)

Multi-grade group layout
and configuration by Group
leader and children

Multi-grade group.
Same grade layout

Principles of
composition and
Special corner of

classroom

Principle: Freedom, Structure
and Order, Montessori
Materials, Beauty and

Atmosphere, Reality and

Nature, Community life,
Corner : Language, Practical
life, Sensorial, Math, Science,

Culture, Art, Geography

Candlelit Table

Work and group tables,
Corner(Reading, teacher
corner, information search,
exhibition, plant cultivation,
Circle space)
Ceiling(a traverse table solar
system)
Book-self(children’s learning

8 workplaces
(Woodworking,
Blacksmithing,
Investigation data,
Graphic utilization,
Artistic creation, sewing
and cooking, construction
machine) collaboration

note, diary etc) space

. There is no determined

. Different b d 1 .
Color of classroom Bright color Heren y grade(paste color.(Consultation between -
colored rainbow colors)

group leader and student)

Attached Space and Restroom, Bathroom, Eurythmy room classroom with an attic
Facilities and Special Kitchen, Changing room, ythmy sink

Central Hall

space of School Practical life space room.

Participants in the B Architect, Teacher, B .

School Construction Artist, Parents, Students Teacher, Parents, Students
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