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Abstract : This paper is to consider conceptually a formation of food-networks and border-crossing of
transnational marriage migrant households on the basis of actor-network theory, and to analyze empirical data
on the issues collected by interview with marriage migrant women living around Daegu, S.Korea. Some research
results can be argued as follows: First, food can be seen, not as a single material object, but as a multiple and
hybrid network of human and nonhuman (material and institutional) actors, in which activities of food cooking
and eating are regulated by and (re)construct social relations and placeness of households. Secondly,
food-networks in marriage migrant households implement relationships of micro-power (and attachment) in the
process of its (re)formation, and hence the food-network, it can be argued, is a field of power in which conflicts
and compromising around food cooking and eating are intersecting each others, Thirdly, food-networks in
marriage migrant households in both their origin country and in the Korean home are not only affected by
macro natural and social environments but also by micro placeness of the households, both of which constitute
the food-networks and operate in relations with other actors in the netwroks. Finally, food-networks in marriage
migrant households reflect multiple and multi-scalar spatial mobility and placeness of transnational food culture,
through which they express topologically ‘fluid space’ and ‘absent presence’, in which marriage migrant women
can (or cannot) conduct social and cultural border-crossing.

Key Words : transnational marriage migrant households, actor-network theory, cooking and eating, food-network,

border-crossing.
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