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[ Abstract]

A study on the recent trends of
Islamic extremism in Indonesia

Yun, Min—Woo

The current study described the history of Islamic extremism and the recent
expansion of international Islamic extremism in Indonesia. For doing so, both content
analysis of the existing written documents and qualitative interviews were conducted.
For the content analysis, media reports and research articles were collected and utilized.
For qualitative interviews, Indonesian students and workers in Korea, Korean spouses
married to Indonesian, and Korean missionaries in Indonesia were contacted and
interviewed. Qualitative interview was conducted between 30 minutes and 2 hours. On
the spot, interviews were recorded and later transcribed into written documents. Due
to the difficulty of identification of population and the uneasiness of accessability to
th study subjects, convenient sampling and snowball sampling were used. According to
the results, Islamic extremism in Indonesia had a deep historical root and generally
shared similar historical experience with other muslim countries such as Afghanistan,
Pakistan, Egypt, and Saudi Arabia where Islamic extremism was deeply rooted in. That
is, Islamic extremism began as a reaction to the western imperialism, after independence,
Islamic extremism elements were marginalized in the process of construction of the
modern nation-state, and Islamic extremist movement was radicalized and became
violent during the Soviet-Afghan War. In addition, after 9.11, Islamic extremism in
Indonesia was connected to international Islamic extremism network and integrated into
such global movement. Such a historical development of Indonesian Islamic extremism
was quite organized and robust. Meanwhile, the eastward infiltration and expansion of
international Islamic extremism such as IS and Al Qaeda was observed in Indonesia.
Particularly, such a worrisome expansion was more clearly visible in the marginalized
and underdeveloped countrysides in Indonesia. Such expansion in Indonesia could

negatively affect on the security of South Korea. Geographically, Indonesia is proximate
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to South Korea. This geographical proximity could be a direct security threat to the
Korean society, as if Islamic extremism in North Africa and Middle East becomes a
direct security threat to Europe. Considering the presence of a large size of Indonesian
immigrant workers and communities in South Korea, such a concern is very realistic.
The arrest of an Indonesian Islamic extremism supporter in November, 2016, could be
a harbinger of the coming trend of Islamic extremism expansion inside South Korea.
The Indonesian Islamic community in South Korea could be a passage of Indonesian
Islamic extremism into the South Korean society. In this context, it is timely and
necessary to pay an attention to the recent trend of Islamic extremism expansion in

Indonesia.

Keywords: Terrorism, Terror, Islamic extremism, Indonesia, Migration



