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Abstract

The Development of US Navy's Maritime Strategy
and the ROK’s Tasks with a Focus on the Roles
of Aircraft Carrier

Kwon Young-II*

Neighboring powers in the Korean Peninsula have started to develop and
operate aircraft carriers or equivalent forces to cope with rising North Korean
nuclear and missile threats and also to show its national might. For example,
the United States has added a aircraft carrier from the 3rd fleet to western
pacific theater of operation, while Peoples Republic of China is undergoing
operational test of Liaoning as well as preparing for christening of its 2nd
aircraft carrier, Japan is flexing its muscle as well by deploying Izumo capable
of operating F-35B to Southeast Asia to participate in multilateral exercises
starting this year.

It is a high time to know more about aircraft carriers or similar types in
terms of maritime strategy and history, The U.S. has had by far the vast
amount of experiences in utilizing aircraft carrier that it would be beneficial for
us to examine U.S. perspectives and its application in the Korean Peninsula, It
will provide us with insights to understand and predict what it would be like
in times of crisis in the Korean Peninsula in the perspective of aircraft carrier's
involvement, This paper intends to show some aspects of future conflicts in
the Korean Peninsula and how the ROK Navy can best be ready for such
situation, For research purpose, U.S. maritime strategy has been developed in

stages ; establishment phase, WWI phase, WWII phase, Cold war phase, post

* Navy Commander, a working—level officer in charge of navy's foreign affairs at the ROK
Navy HQs,



Cold war phase. Each phase includes such factors as threats, strategic concept,

applications, and ways to improve maritime strategy.
Finally, the role of aircraft carrier based on past history as well as future

conflict shines the importance to have power projection capabilities for the

ROK Navy, The intrinsic nature of the navy in the world is to project power
ashore just as history proved it
Key Words : Maritime Strategy, US Navy, Cold War
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