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Abstract The effects of the Sewol ferry disaster have infiltrated into various fields, such as politics, the economy,
and social fields in Korea, and the population's consciousness of the importance of safety has been strengthened by
the disaster. The purpose of, this study is to empirically verify whether there has been any change in the fire service
environment following the Sewol ferry disaster. Such a change would be expected to have produced a change in the
consciousness of the government about safety and increased the level of support. This study sets out five research
hypotheses and verifies their adoption. The years studied are those before and after the accident occurred, viz. 2013
and 2015, respectively, and the main statistical technique is the t-test. The main results of this study are as follows.
First, there was no significant difference in the fire-service demand between the two years. Second, the fire-service
budget showed a significant difference between the two years. Third, the regional resources facilities tax showed a
significant difference between the two years. Fourth, the fire-service budget considering the fire-service demand
showed no statistically significant difference. Fifth, the fire service-demand considering (the number of) fire-fighters
was significantly different in the rescue and emergency medical services between the two years. Sixth, the fire
service-demand considering fire-equipment showed no significant difference between the two years.

Keywords : Disaster, Fire-service Demand, Fire-service Budget, Fire-service Force, Regional Resources Facilities Tax.
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