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(ABSTRACT)

This study explores the present state of the National Archives of Korea (NAK) and the branch archives
and proposes development programs to reestablish their roles. With regard to the NAK, I discussed five issues,
and for the branch archives, I discussed three. The issues on NAK are as follows: 1) Is NAK the nation’s
record keeper?: 2) Does NAK promote the establishment of local archives?: 3) Does NAK supervise and oversee
the records management of all public institutions?:; 4) What is the raison détre and the vision of NAK?:
and 5) Does NAK perform a simple administrative service? Meanwhile, the issues on the branch archives
are as follows: 1) Is the branch archives a permanent records management institution?: 2) Are the names
of the branch archives appropriate?; and 3) Are the branch archives simple document warehouses?

Keywords: National Archives of Korea, branch archives, reestablishing roles, National Archives of Korea
Busan Archives, Seoul archives, Daejeon archives, local archives
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