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Division of Labour in Risk Governance: Cases of Public
Deliberation for Radioactive Waste Management
in the UK and Korea

Yun Jeong Lee

Abstract : In order to deal with uncertainty and conflicting interests in technological
risk policy-making, various participatory decision—-making models have been practiced.
This participatory approach is an alterative to the traditional process of science and
technology policy-making where scientific experts provide evidence and government
officials make decisions. However, there still remain different opinions on who should
play what kind of role in decision—-making process. Therefore this paper examines the
division of labour in the public deliberations for radioactive waste management policy
carried out in the UK and Korea. It discusses the ways in which various actors are
defined, and the rationales are employed for allocating actors to certain roles and
participatory methods.

In so doing, this paper unfolds the ways in which the participatory decision—making
process for risk governance is delivered in real policy context. Similarities and differences
revealed in the division of labour of two cases contribute to development of radioactive

waste management policy and the policy instruments for risk governance.

Key Words : Technological risk governance, Science and technology policy, Division of

labour, Public deliberation, Radioactive waste management
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