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Abstract : The purpose of this study is to derive research subject that has been overlooked in previous
studies and contribute to seek to the direction of research in rural development by analyzing the studies in the
last 30 years on rural society. In this study, Social Network Analysis was used for identifying the changes in

research themes and connection structure of keyword. The study shows that in the previous Roh Moo-Hyun’s
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Administration from 1986 to 2000, the convergence of the research is not active. In terms of the connection

structure of keyword, lots of keywords are connected to the ‘Migration, IME Satisfaction, Green Tourism’

but its form is not complicated. In the Roh Moo-Hyun’s Administration from 2001 to 2007, the academic

exchanges and convergence of keywords on rural development were promoted research. The connection

structure of keyword was formed like a complex cluster associated with “The Rural Elderly, Rural Tourism, Rural

Development Policy, Urban-Rural Comparisor’. Although some scholars who study “Women’s Studies, Tourism’

formed the cluster, its form is still passive. Since 2008 until now, the keyword network of rural development

research clustered densely and formed singly. It reveals that the convergence of research subjects has proceeded

actively. And studies such as the ‘Community, Participation, Social capital, Quality of life, Social networks,

Alternative food movement” have begun.

Key Words : Rural Development, Research Trend, Social Network Analysis, Centrality Structure Analysis
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