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Analysis on Determinants of Residential Location Choice for the
Intra-Urban Migrants in the Seoul Metropolitan Area

Jun, Myung-Jin - Kang, Do-Gyu

This study aims to analyze the determinants of residential location choice for the inter-urban migrants
in the Seoul metropolitan area. In doing so, we have built a discrete choice model, using household
sample data from the 2010 Korea Population and Housing Census. We classified households, which
made a intra-urban movement during the last five years, into four groups: 1) movers from Seoul (central
city) to Gyunggi-Incheon (suburban), 2) movers from Gyunggi-Incheon to Seoul, 3) Intra-Seoul movers,
and 4) intra-Gyunggi-Incheon movers.

The analysis findings can be summarized as follows. First, significant differences in the determinants of
residential location choice were found among different types of movers. Second, movers from Gyunggi-
Incheon to Seoul were likely to choose small housings with fewer rooms, indicating that their housing
choices were forced rather than voluntary due to high housing prices in Seoul. Third, all types of movers
have a high preference for the neighborhood with a good accessibility by public transit including subway.
Lastly, neighborhood amenity was also an important attracting factors for the intra-urban migrants in

Seoul.
Key Words : Discrete choice model, Multinomial logit, Inter-urban migrants, Residential location choice
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