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Abstract )

Single Case Report of a Stage IV Geriatric Gallbladder Cancer
Patient treated with Korean Medicine Who Could Not Receive
Conventional Therapies
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Background : This case is to report a gallbladder cancer patient treated with Korean Medicine
who could not receive conventional cancer therapies such as operation and chemotherapy due to
her underlying diseases, old age and poor performance.

Method and Results : An eighty-year-old female patient was diagnosed with stage IV gallbladder
cancer on Feb. 2014 and she already had hypertension, diabetes and Parkinsonism. Comprehensive
Korean Medicine (KM) treatments instead of operation and chemotherapy were administrated due to
her poor condition and old age. KM treatments were done focused on improving symptoms and
quality of life combined with best supportive care. During KM treatments her abdominal pain was
generally managed and she survived for 22 months.

Conclusion : Further studies should be performed in the future to clarify the survival benefit
and symptom management of comprehensive KM treatments.
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Figure 1. Computed Tomography (CT) of Abdomen-Pelvis and Positron-Emitting Tomography (PET).
1-a: Abdomen-pelvis CT on 2014/2/28 suggested gallbladder cancer, refering intraluminal
enhancing polypoid mass confined gallbladder associated with engorgement of pericholecystic
vessels. 1-b:  High grade gallbladder cancer with metastatic lymph nodes at common

hepatic artery and porto-caval area was appeared on PET on 2014/3/3.
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Table 1. Prescription of Eun-Hoe-Ban-Chong-San gagambang, San-Ki-So-Am-Dan.

Prescription name Scientific name Relative amount (g)
Foeniculum vulgare Fructus 12
Artemisia capillaris Herba 12
Lonicera japonica Flos 10
Paconia lactiflora Pallas Radix Alba 8
Atractylodes lancea Rhizoma 8
Glycyrrhiza uralensis Radix 6
Sparganium  stoloniferum Rhizoma 6
Poria cocos 4
Eun-Hoe-Ban-Chong-$ Amomum villosum Fructus 4
Curcuma zedoaria Rhizoma 4
an gagambang
Citrus unshiu Immaturi Pericarpium 4
Allium fistulosum Radix 4
Smilax china Rhizoma 4
Areca catechu Semen 3
Eugenia caryophyllata Cortex 3
Corydalis ternata Tuber 3
Zingiber officinale Rhizoma 2
Cinnamomum cassia Cortex 2
Total amount 99
Prescription name Scientific name Relative amount (g)
Benincasa cerifera Semen 50
Phaseolus calcaratus Semen 50
Bletilla striata Rhizoma 27
Cremastra appendiculata Tuber 27
Panax ginseng Radix 27
San-Ki-So-Am-Dan Patrinia villosa Radix 27
Astragalus membranaceus Radix 27
Equus asinus Gelatinum 27
Zanthoxylum piperitum Fructus 20
Angelica acutiloba Radix 20

Total amount (1 capsule) 300
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